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PREFATORY ADDRESS. 



As attempts have so frequently been made to deceive the worlds 
by announcing and publishing the details of discoveries which 
were never effected, and the description of places, having no 
existence but in the writer's brain ; the editor conceives himself 
imperiously called upon to offer some prefatory words, explana-* 
tory of the manner in which the literary documents, comprised 
in this volume, together with its pictorical embellishments, 
came into his possession. 

The original manuscript of Captain Antonio del Rio^i 
Report, together with the erudite investigation, written in 
consequence of that officer's researches, by Doctor Paul Felix 
Cabrera, were deposited in the archives of the city of new Gua- 
temala, from whence they were obtained by a gentleman who 
was for many years a resident in that city, and are now open, 
for public inspection at Mr. "Berthoud's, the publisher of the 
present volume. 

The peculiar apathy of the Spanish character, generally 
speaking, as far as relates to any vestiges of antiquity, may 
have been one of the causes which has hitherto prevented the 
publication of these extraordinary documents, concealed, as we 
may say, from an anxious and enquiring world, from the year 
1787; the period of Captain d«l Rio's discoveries, and 1794 
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the epoch at which Doctor Cabrera prodnced his curioas, and 
learned solution respecting the original population of America. 
Another motive, which may have equally operated with the 
Spanish government in concealing these important documents 
finom publicity, may have originated in the jealousy entertained 
by that nation with regard to their possessions in Mexico, and, 
die consequent desire they entertained of burying in total obli- 
vion, any circumstance that might conduce to awaken the 
cariosity, or excite the cupidity of more scientific and enter- 
prizing nations ; such indeed, has been, and is the secresy still 
maintained upon this head ; that, at the city of Mexico and even 
at new Guatemala, the existence of this rained extensive place, 
is scarcely known, though, we may venture to affirm, that if, 
instead of the researches so repeatedly undertaken in lower and 
npper Egypt, a small portion of the same indefatigable proceed- 
ings had been resorted to in South America, an inexhaustible 
«oorce would have presented itself to the admirers of remotest 
^aotiqoity, and a copious mine of wealth have been opened to 
those adventurers, whose sole object was, the acquirement of 
riches. This silence, on the part of the Spanish authorities, 
would have, in all probability, continued, and these discoveries 
have remained hidden perhaps for ever; had it not been for the 
political revolution brought about in that country, the effects of 
which, having expanded the public mind, its prevailing influence 
has been extended to the functionaries of the government, so 
diat state secrets and the long treasured documents in the 
pablic archives have been explored, through which means, the 
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origiiml .inaDuscripts^ from wbenee these sheets are translated, 
were rescued from that oblivion to which they had so long been 
consigned. 

In respect to the authenticity of the ensuing recond, and the 
existence of the Palencian city-, the writer begs leave to remark, 
diat the distance from Palenqne, in the district of Carmen pro- 
vince of Chiapa^ to the rains of the Palencian city is no more than 
fifteen mile^; and if-any further confirmation is required upon 
this head, on referring to Mr. Humbolfs travels in America, it 
will be found that this ruined city was known to that scientific 
gentleman, who not only makes mention of its existence, but has 
inserted an engraving from one of the pictorical illustrations of 
the present volume, being that which displays the kneeling 
figure apparently in the act of supplication; in explaining 
which, however, Mr. Humbolt is altogether in error ; if the 
solution of the subject, as given by Doctor Cabrera, is deemed 
CMiclusive. The leading motive diat induced Mr. Humbolt to 
insert the plate in question, was, to show the extraordinary 
lineaments of the countenances there represented, which are 
altogether dissimilar to those of any other existing nation, or that 
have hitherto been fiMind in the sculptored representations of the 
people of antiquity. If the learned gentleman of whom we are 
speaking, had not been at an immense distance finom that part 
of the country where the ruins lay, there is no doubt but he 
would have visited these extraordinary remains, in which case 
die result of his acuteness must have proved highly valuable to 
the cause of science and the developeinent of trutb« 
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Tbe ^^s4ator^ witkmA mmmmlng to IwBtelf wmj 
m^ffk im ymUM kmi; tlK frafMiatiooc of tibeie Maaswripts, 
fc^r^^^ f^MU Uipm dppkuidiDg bit good foHane id bdiig: 
nm M kiA to |^i««!iit a work to the poMic wfaidb arast 
|^As«al«ar $ui^^i^ m msmy poi otf of riew ; aod, in order tiiereiore 
tiNii ^lU^ Mund$¥e of CapCiiio del Rio, and the disqmsifioaB «f 
$P00^^0f iUik$f^i$f mii^$i he nerupulawAj attooded to, tbey hai« 
tM^itfii r^^uW^ into U4$t^iHU with every requisite atteotiaD to €aA- 
iluU$^m iu ttiA tnio«latiofi^ a« may be ven6ed by any gentleMaa 
itsm^kfrnni w)ib (the MfMinifh language, who shall deem it 
^MffMiUfut U$ i'jpmfmrit the subject matter of thi« volume with the 
4prip^u$fit i#iiiiiii«^npt# in the band* of the publi^er On acooont 
#ff lbil# \mfi4t'M\Hf HUi^uiUm Up the docomenti in qoestion, refe- 
fttiu'HU will In^ UmnA to dmwirig» mentioned by Captain del Bio, 
wUirh did not fnll into (be bandu of the fortunate posseMor of 
ih^Mit di^lHtUi whilst fptUitr deiignu are dencribed, which do not 
H\P\ii'Hf bi mUmiitf fire#5iiiely with any of the accompanying 
\AHtM I bi thin lU^ mUUpt Uhn only to remark that he has presented 
to Mm' world i^¥$try w^lii? In bis p#>ssession, from which he does 
Mot ilonbt Init i\w iiplrit of inquiry will be most powerfully 
HWHli#'n#'ili Hnd iU»i lU^ happiest results must accrue to history, 
fo hrutiina, NMd to lititrHtiirit in general 

It U to i\w labours of the antiquarian we must now look for 
M ib'Vi'lo|MiMiiifii of i\w bitiroglyphic characters traced through- 
oil! Ihw riiliM^d I'lty, mi* wi^II as in various other parts of the 
MmuM'MM lUMllifo^Mti whiiJh, when compared with the important 
illwiovuri^i tii\\iOim\ of Ittto ye^urs in Africa, Egypt, &c., fee. from 
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tiience perhaps may be demonstrated, beyond the possibility of 
doubt, that such a striking analogy exists between the vestiges 
of those nations as to draw this inference ; that a connexion 
originally did exist between those people having been broken 
by revolutions, of which no records are hapded ^own ; as well as 
by the tremendous and sweeping current of all destructive time. 

On contemplating the subjoined plates, it will be found that 
the apron descending from the abdomen and covering mid-way 
down the thigh, as well as the ornaments affixed round the 
wrists, of these singular figures, are, in many respects, analogous 
to those parts of the Egyptian costume and ornament, nor is it 
less singular to observe the delineation of the physiognomies 
here traced, where the forehead and the nose are particularly 
predominant, together with thick and underhung lips, which 
traits are equally as dissimilar to those of the present race, of 
Mexicans, as are the black Eg ptians of this day to the brick* 
dust coloured representations of the natives of antiquity. 

From the style adopted by Doctor Cabrera the reader will 
immediately become impressed with an idea of his rigid adhe* 
rence to the Catholic religion, and the reverential deference he 
uniformly bestows upon the Mosaic tradition, this subject, 
however, it is not the province of the writer to discuss, nor to 
venture any remarks upon a very prevalent hypothesis respecting 
the duration of the world, promulgated by Monsieur Dupuis, 
member of the national institute, and many other learned men in 
astronomy and the sciences, from having consulted the planisphere 
or zodiac of J>enderah now at Paris, together with a multiplicity 
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of odier records discovered on the soil of Egypt ; the writer, on 
the contrary, has given Doctor Cabrera's solution precisely in 
his own words, without annexing any comment; thus leaving a 
further investigation respecting the feaability of his proofs, or 
the influence of his religious prejudices, to the consideration of 
the learned enquirer, and the public at large. Upon one point, 
however, it is deemed essentially necessary to lay a stress, which 
is the representation of a Greek cross in the largest plate ill us* 
trative of the present work, from whence the casual observer 
might be prompted to infer, that the Palencian city flourished 
at a period subsequent to the christian aera; whereas it is 
perfectly well known to all those conversant with the mythology 
of the ancients, that the figure of a cross constituted a leading 
fymbol of their religious worship, for instance, the augural stafi* 
or wand of the Romans was an exact resemblance of a cross, 
being borne as the ensign of authority by the community of the 
augun^ of Rome, where they where held in such high venera- 
tion, that, although guilty of flagrant crimes, they could not be 
deponed from their offices ; and with the Egyptians the stafi^ of 
hooten or Osiris, is similar to the Crosier of Catholic bishops, 
which terminated at the top with a cross ; to these might be 
added various other proofs, were it necessary to dwell more at 
large upon the subject. 

In the progress of Doctor Cabrera^s inquiry, the well in- 
formed and reflecting mind will no doubt experience feelings of 
the most poignant fegret, on discovering that the religious 
dnaticiMn of the Ant conquerors of new Spain led them to 
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REPORT 



or 



ANTONIO BEL RIO 

DON JOSE ESTACHERIA, 

ft 

BAIQAJUEJt, eOVERNOR AND COMMANDANT OBNERAl, OF THE KINGDOM OF 



SIR. 

IlH.q^mpliiilpe.witb t]>e rjMololiot}. of bis Majesty^. cbmiiuiiiicatBd 
by bis royal ordfiVi. I^arin^ ^dte i May 15th, / 1786, relatcw to- 
%)fi^l|Arr ^KBAlinlitioa of the- rmnB dtscoviered in the ▼icinity 
oC : If^lmftu^ in; tb^ pHoinnce: qH Gitidad: lUdL de Chiapas ■» New* 
9pWW*'90A waft^pUasfld^ oni the 20th of March last, to desire 
thf(^^:^H0l)^ prQ«G»«^ tbitbeciin- oitloir to. neoeiv Ihe: operatitms. 
<lin9<#4;li>0'i.^fi 4i&<!eot( itenos: conprisied in the said order, and^ 
io. €:3f&Ft] 8^, tJ^e ipdqstry vid weans in niy pmmc for tlie' 
accoiyglishaient of ^; intenM otgect 
. . ^ ]^cqeptc4 tiuA charge ^tbt the greater degne^ of satis&diiMi , 
as; X thftx^^s felt convijgipedi ofi the houotei^Ie confidenoa jfou. 
>^P0ff4^ iPtinf^ fm tbo: eseontion of thi» ticitk ; and: Ih therefore,. lost 
no time in repairing to ihe spot»- wberQ I wjritieid'. on ihe 3rd of 
MH;>tll94 .0^: tjhe 5f|i,. proceeded to the site- of the mined city, 
wlii^bi V t^Mine qall^ Casas) de Piedms (stone konte^. Ob 
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making my first essay, I experienced $ome of the difficulties 
attendant upon such an undertaking, in consequence of my 
being unable to discover the direction in which I ought to 
advance, owing to^a fog so extremely dense, that it was impos- 
sible to distinguish each other at the distance of five paces; 
and whereby the principal building, surrounded by copse wood 
and trees of large dimensions, in full foliage and closely inter- 
woven, was completely concealed from our view^ 

ft 

This first impediment occasioned my return to the village 
on the following day, with the intention of concerting with Don 
Joseph Alonzo de Calderon, deputy of the district, the necessary 
means of procuring as many Indians, and persons speaking 
the Spanish language, as could be collected, for the purpose 
of effectually clearing these woody obstructions. 

Accordingly an order was issued to the inhabitants of the 
!town of Tumbala, requiring two hundred Indians who should-be 
provided with axes and billrhooks^: none, however, arrived until* 
the 17th, and then only seventy-inine in number, furnished vrith 
twenty-eight axes, after which twenty more were obtained in the* 
village, and with these. supplies I again moved forward on the 
18th to the stone houses. The operation of felling immediately 
commenced, and was completed on the 2nd instant, which was 
followed by a general conflagration, that soon enabled us to- 
breathe a more pure and wholesome atmosphere, and to continue ^ 
oar operations with much greater facility. 

I was convinced, that, in order to form some idea of the first - 
mhabitants and of the antiquities connected with their establish- 



wwterijr ^Krettion miite with the gwaft mer Tnlt ja^ wliidi iMttd^ 
its eoone towa p fe the prmnoce of Tahasco; baviDg fiasscd Ae 
lUSc6\ Hre asceiit begins^ and at 4i6lf a league linam theoee fiie 
traveller croaBes a little flfta^ean called Otolnin^ diflchargiBg its 
fratere rato the hefore-^meirtianed carrent : lirom this poiot heaps 
^ rains are discevefed, which reader the road way difficatC far 
aaother half leagae^ when yoa gain the height whereeti the 
atone hoases are sitoafted, being faurteen in namber, some more 
"dilipidated than others, but still having many of their apartments 
^perfectly discenrible; 

A rectangular area, three hnndred yards n breadth by fbnf 
tiandred and #fly in lengtib, presents a plain at the base of die 
Mghest raonntain forming the ridge, and in the center is situated 

 

the largest of these stmetnres which has been as yet discovered : 
ft stands ion a aioond twenty yards high, and is -sofrroanded by 
the other edifices^ namely : five to the northward, icm to the 
aoath ward, one to the so«th-west, and three to theeastward/In all 
directions the fragments of o4i»er fallen buildings are to be seen 
extending along the mountain, that stretches east and west, 
about three or four leagues eiliher way, so that the whole range 
of this ruined town may be computed to extend between seven 
and eight leagues ; bat its breadth is by no means eqaal to its 
length, being little nore liiaii half a league inde at the point, 
where the nwns temriiidte, which is towards th« liver Mieol/tiiat 
widds round the base of ^ moviBtaia, whence descend sttkAU 
fkreKiDi^lhBt wash the fMindatioii 6f the ruins on their banks, M 
(bat, were It iick fbt the thick umbrageous foliage of Hie trees. 
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: Itiailglitt>eittfeR«d that liiiis; people lMul'%«d»6me«^ 
t6, nod ititoffctfiMrtee tMVth the RonmMs, ifrom a sittfiiarHy in tflw 
i^ice of ntoatioa te \^11 as »'sabtermiieaiA sitoive aqwednwt of 
great isolidity and <dava(bilit^, ^ieli pia^ies iHnder Ibe lafi^t 
bdiiflilij^ ' 

I •do not take upon tti^selftoiMseittliftttiiesiigeoviiqtieroni did 
aMobtly lend in Ibis co«intVy Vb<^t, tbere is treAsetiabte ^groMd Ibr 
botaKling a bonjeelAte ^iM iettw inbabitanfts of tbttt policed 
natieto did visit tbele ««gi0h« ^ ieuld ifttft, #roin ^ncb $nlel«dnt*se> Cke 
nlillve§ ibigbt bsavte iflibiti^> dnrtng their iUMf, an lkle<i Of the Ar«i, 
M >ft <reWM*d fttr theif hospitality^ . 

fTb thf6 ^natural beauty ^^ «hatming loealily tnny be 4td&t!A 
feftilily <of isctil «nd h. delightAtI cHmale> ^loh, without donbt, 
prMliM«d in great iibMwlanoe ttltnost eriery prodndion tieoesMtfy 
ioit k *eotnfbrta!bIe «nd .tranq«i4 lilSe \ this is apparent from suoii 
wild fNdf^ ^s {h« ^iipotes, ao^niicMes, oaiiiblel) y«oa olr caBsnvii^ 
and plantains, being now found in great plenty, whtoh plaitliy 
detaiidnisttiite What Woiild be tlieir pPofoBton and delicacy if 
improved by enlttvaftion. The men abound witb tish, cohCMting 
of the Mohnrm, bobo> and turtle, as do the stnmller Btneam^ with 
tMraLbSj «nd Ihie leMer Bpedes of shell fish. Hiese oii>cotMtM*ii!«$) 
attd.the hiborioii6 workttifttisMp of their edyftee^-, oont»t¥n<;ted 
witbobt the ^ostistAbM of ivib or other metiiU, fbt with tiieiM 
they seem to have been unacqoainlttd, adiply jnstt!^ ft belitf fhlit 
titey <^joyed 4n it p«libeabte ttiaA]ik«r of U^^ ^^^ retat- and 
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substantial felicity than all the concentrated luxary and refine* 
ment of the most polished cities at the present period can prodace. 
.Equal advantageis were afibrded them for comnberce and 
intercourse with their neighbours, undiminished by the expulsive 
inconvenience of undertaking long and fatiguing joumies by 
land; for die rivers running to the east, north and west afforded 

them the benefits of trafic by means of navigation^ l^e river 

Tulija opened a passage for trade into the province of Tabasco ; 

the sea-coast of Catasaja and the river Chacamal falling into the 

great Usumasinta presented a short and commodious route\to the 

"^ kingdom of YucatanV with which, beyond all doubt, they carried 

on their principal commerce. This circumstance may be inferred 

from monuments and vestiges plainly demonstrating that these 

'two nations differed in a very slight degree, .either in their 

customs, religion, or knowledge; the firmest bonds of fraternal 

alliance and friendship by which they could be united, whereto 

-. we may add thevuniformity and resemblance in their buildings, 

X which, I think, are proofs that tend still further to substantiate 

this position. 

The Rev. Father Thomas de Soza, a firanciscan friar of the 
convent of Merida, many years collector of alms destined for tiie 
l^oly house of Jerusalem, who, in pursuing the duties imposed 
^pon him from his situation, had repeatedly traversed the 
province, fortunately happening to be at Palenque, favoured me 
with a circumstantial account of that country of which I shall 
now avail myself in his own words. 

At the distance of twenty leagties from the city of Merida 
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e^(mt. \»me^ ^ &» many ^gjim m ^he it^nifimi^ffM^ ^iffc^ttf 
^siistejj0e. 6i^ tbQ ijoad ^-j^nii Meifi<ia l« BaQalftg tlk«re ««« alsf 

ufl^e^^ssftryi. Wfr oplgf freW; being; d^icQusi of ^.v^ji^tig; i^no^ 
U^ityi. b«t.b«Qeias^ tbi^ ide«1i^ q€ the ai)€J«Mill infes^bitwwtfr o| Yu- 
C94tf|Q<^M JP«kti4«^>. i*- iu nny ^mwft, ^«idfl|itly pp)F9d by. t|M 
stiK9«« £«^ogy i^iheic; ci|9^<]^9». baU|Ji|Wffs« aac^ apquaipt^c^ 
wi^, th«: ^s, ^i^i^oif ^Qj^h: vestiges, are> di^^niible in ^m 
miMv^nvei^t^ Mi^icI;^ tbq ciw;r^ii;t oC tiiQ^rlia^ bo^, yet siMept m^ 

 

;^, «i:^a,\VH»rix)® t»> <?oivv«y sofl»p i4ea of tb^sicpttp^y*, I bfiy*9 
devjaj^d a., ^t^ei ^ip. tib^e; ii^tfw^tipiv*. cpig^ain^ iq my. coo^^* 
sion, to. yvh}c\ p^rji^ps,^ | ougi>jlj t€{ li^f^, steifitiy a4h^r^:v £9^> 
a;s i^fpi^giM^ohfi^efffi^ t^tljftse conMWin|}fiL 1|^ <H))y, b«ei|, ii^fjme4 

for t;ie^pm^Q3«f of iotifodMicio^ ^fipw. reiqafH^f i»Rt "«¥iM>Uy ^i)'f^fi|«i4 
of ongips^Ut^ tUey ^ay, frqmi tJtww oonnei^iflu with, thepre9««t 
subject; iq^u/^i^ce your afi^t^iftts^no^ witi; venerable antiquity^ 
and, ix^ spo^ef ^ap^^ts teod to fijK a da|:a, 1jp« these iutei;«s^jp 

: Retugfiuog, t]^(^«fprei tpt t)^e original sul^jiectv matter, i|; i^ 

« 

requisite. th^t a; deapriptioa of thp situation^ should he followed 
by an^ exi^inatioQ of whajk it pr^sQnts to oor obsery^tiop., The 
inteiiior of tt^Otl^rg^; building isjio a styl^ of architecture strpBglji 
resembji^.thegothic^ a»d frofii, itp rude audmaiisiye cfonstructipn 



.{MnM)|8^ gr«fiit xlarabili<J|r. 1%6 entrilice is tfa the «astiira 
hy a pOrtioD or corridor thirty^six t^9itei>r yaiUs in length and 
three in breodtb, rapported by pkun rectangular pillare^ without 
either bases or pedestals^ u^n which there are squtte smooth 
irtonei of more than a foot in thickness forming an architrave, 
while on the exterior superficies are species of stucco shields^ the 
designsof some of thetn, acDoalpailying this report^ ard nudibered 
1, 2, 3, while, over these stones, there is another plain rectengn*^ 
lar block, five feet knag and rix liHroad, extending over iwo^ of 
the pillars. Medallions or ; compartments in stucco containing 
diffident devices of the same matorial, appear as decorations to the 
chambers^ (fie^ fig. 3^ : and it is presumable, froii the vestiges 
of ike heads which can still be traced, that they were the busM 
of a series of kmgs or lords to whom the natives were subject 
Between the medallions there is a range of windows like niches, 
passing from one end of the wall to the other, some of them are 
square, some ia form of a Greek' cross iand otiiers, which* 
complete the cross, are square,,^ being aboiittwo feet high and 
eight' inches deep-, as represented in fig. 4, 5 and 6i Beyond 
this eonidbr Aere is a square court, entered by a flight of seven 
steps; the north side is enturely iu ruins, but sufficient traces 
remmn to show that it once had a chamber : and corridor si* 
milar to those on the eastern side, and which, (Hmtiniied en* 
tirely along the several angles. The^ south side has: four small 
chambers wifli no other omameirt than one or two little windows^ 
tikis diose already described . The western side is correspondent 
toiits.oppdsitein.all.reqiectl^ but in the variety of ex pressioii 

C 
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of the figures in stacco): these are much (more rude and ridicn- 
lous than the others^ and can only be attributed to the most 
\ uncultivated Indian capacity.— The i:<de vice is a sort of grotesque 
mask with a crown and long beard^like that of a goat^ under 
^ this. are two Greek crosses, the one delineated in the other' as 
appears in fig. 7. 

It is by no means improbable that these fantastic forms, 
and others equally whimsical, were the delineations of some of 
their deities to whom they paid an idolatrous worship, consistent 
with their false belief and barbarous customs. 

We know that the Romans pourtrayed Jupiter crowned 
with laurel, the visage presenting mature age, having a long 
beard and a terrible aspect; and a similar cast of countenance; in 
these representations, leads one to reflect on a sameness of 
manners and religion, as the particular traits in the two heads 
are alike, 'with the exception of those advantages conveyed to a 
bust by Roman sculpture the principles of which, this people 
could have obtained but imperfectly, although they mi^ht have 
imbibed some ideas from their conquerors, or from other inter- 
mediate nations ; the common result of conquest in all ages. 
\ Proceeding in the same direction there is another court 
similar in length to the last, but not so broad, having a paissage 
round it that cdmmunicated 'with the opposite side ; in this 
passage there dre two chambersiike those above mentioned,vand 
^an interior gallery looking oii one side upon the court-yard, and 
coQimanding on the other, a viig^ of' the open country. In this 
part of the .edifice some pillars yet remain on which are the 
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H i» eMkeMilMt HOmd Ikeimn tht m tm aAnmiy 

l» IIm rMl* IiidiMi ttyle, aa4 wiridb appcarto kate been 
MWtoriM. A»Mig 1^ earfidliahaieDts are aonie rv a mt^M L 
gUMMm,{»te ftg^* la and 14); file GiedanlieadsiieiiveaeBC sacred 
ofi^«i0 i(r wbkli flM^r addreawd tiieir derotiinM and aiade tiicir 
dferifig«# prolMiMjr eonfiftiog «f strings of jewda, as the atlitodcs 
of ili« sf atoM placed on the sides denote. Beyond tfwse otatories;, 
Mfd entendlfig from nortfi to sooth, there are two apartments 
eaoh t«i^enty-ier«n yards long by little more than fliree braad ; 
they contain nothing worthy o( notice, exeeptiog a stone of an 
elliptical form, embedded in the wall, abont a yard above tiie 
patement, the height of which is one yard and a quarter, and the 
breadth one yard. 

(a). ...Fig. \b eoKhibits what seems to have been one of their 
godsi sitting sideways on an animal as delineated in the sketch ; 
to Jtttlge Oom the way in which the ancients used to indicate the 
Mime gntJt)eot, this may be supposed to represent a river god. 

Father Jaoito Oarrido, a dominican> friar, natiyeofHoeste in- 
Spain, who tiiited this province in 1M8, where he taught liieer* 
tog/i and WM well versed in Ibe Hebrew, Greek and Latin 
bmitiiigeii together with thrM ol thia/ native dialects^ as well aa 
MtUiMeiici coittiogmphy and milsic,. hat left ai Latin mmif^r 
HeHpt( in which he states it as his opinion^ that the northern 
paHii of Ainerlcttf had been discovered by tha Gneks, Bnglisfa 



and o^r nations ; a sttppositiM htf d^iitte^ firoiin the varfeir itt 
tiieir i^oms^ as well as some montinlentfl exiirttng in the villiige 
of Ocojingo, sittiated twenty-four lei^^ttes from PaleHqne ; hot as 
his narrtttive afibrds no circumstance worthy of attention res^ 
pecting these rains, I have, in' consequence, refrained frodj 
inserting any extracts. If, instead of his mere oonjectares, this 
reverend writer had endeavoured to define the period when these 
alleged strangers arrived, the duration of theiif stay and iStaal 
departure from the southern regions, we might perhaps, fromf 
knowing their customs and religion, have been put into pos* 
scission of some clue whereby a solutixm of this problem might 
have been effected. 

('bJ.-^'Bnt to resume my nairative : below the elliptieal 
stone above described, there 'is^ a plain rectangular block, more 
^an two yafdslongby one yard and four inches broad and seven 
inches thick, placed upon four ieet in form of a table, with a 
figure in bas-relief in the attftudie of supporting it. Fig. 16 
represents one of these ieet, and tto. 6 is the- origidal ' which -f 
dispatch, in order that the bas^refief may be the more easily 
understood^ as well as* to ^ve a- specimen- of the progress oTthe 
natives in this branch of sculpture, so very pnevi^ent on- 1^ the 
stones, although- displaying no variety of ^ai)ject-or- difference 
either in the quality or style of the execution'. . 

Should' government, at any timt, jad)B;<e il e!icpiidient i» iitife 
any of these sp ecim ens' dtfponted rn' the royaV eabiiiet; the 
removal may be effbcted wrttfouf more expeiite than that- of 
transpordflg them from Oadis to- Miadrid, beanie the IndilMfs- 
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1Vi^^')<^9*'^^^. ^^^ charge, of em^iarking them on board, tiie. 
king^s lighter^ in the roads of Catajasa, only six leagues distant 

from Palenque, in which they may be conveyed^ by the lake 

. ' '■ • # ' , . 

Jeri][iinos or by the. district of Carmen, to Vera Cruz or Cam- 

. . ... 

peachey, and thence transported on board the first of his 
Majesty^ ships, sailing from) either of these ports for Europe. 

.The well known protect^n which our beneficent and 
beloved Monarch displays respecting every thing that relates to 
arts and ancient history, warrants a belief, that this removal 
would be effected, were any gentleman animated, by similar 

« 

sentiments, to represent to his Majesty, through the medium of 
his zealous and enlightened minister of the Indies, how greatly 
the glory of the Spanish arms would be exalted, and what credit 
would accrue to the national refinement, so superior to the notions 
of the Indians, in becoming possessed of these truly interesting 
and valuable remnants of tiie remotest antiquity. 

Fig. 17 exhibits characters or symbols that adorn the edges 
of the table; they must have had a determinate signification in 
the language of the original natives, as they are frequently found 
on stones and stuccos^ though their use, value and meaning are 
altogether unknown. 

At the extremity of the last mentioned apartment, and on a 
level with the pavement, there is an aperture like an hatchway^ 
two. yards long and more than one broad, leading to a subter- 
ranean passage by a flight of steps, which, at a regular distance, 
forms flats or landings, each haying its respective door-way, 
ornamented in the front after the manner described in fig. 18. 



< » 
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Fig. 19 represents another entrance into the subterranean 
arenue by a diflferent way froto the first/ and to these maybe 
^ded a third into the same passage^ but ivhich is now actually 
iraried beneath heaps of robbish^ In another of the many 

openings leading to this tinder ground passage, my regard was 

> • • ^  * . ,  , " . . -1 

attracted by the stone, no. 7, which I broke off from the left 

hand side of the first step ; this I have brought away, in order 

'   - 

that the various devices of its bas-relief may be more accurately 

investigated: it is however, as well as the preceding number 6 

> 

Tednced one half in size to facilitate the transport, and a copy of 
this is also ^en in fig. 20. On reaching the second door, artificial 
light was niecessary to continue the descent into this gloomy 

abode, which was by a very gentle declivity. It has a turning at 

« 

right angles, and, at the end of the side passage there is 
another' door communicating with a chamber sixty-four ysErds 
long and almost as large as those before described ; beyond this 
room, there is still another, similar in* every respect, and having 
light admitted into it by some windows commanding a corridor 

« 

fronting the south, and leading to the exterior of the edifice. 
'Neither bas-reliefs, nor any other embellishments were found 
in these places ; nor did they present to notice any object, 
excepting sontie plain stones two yards and a half long, by one 
yard and * a quarter broad, arranged horizontally upon four 
square stands of masonaryV rising about half a yard above the 
ground. These I consider to have been receptacles for sleepiug* 
and tlik a place for retirement during the night; a belief in which 
I am still more confirmed irdm'lthe circumstance of the large 



stones ,b^ji,n^ parti<iQBe.4 ,Qj^ JA tbft ^orws .^f ^coye^' Here all 
tlye doors aijid sipp^ration;} t!ei:vpuiatBd, aj^d a3 notitiipg but stones 
a^d earth ivere 4iscovere4 b^ ^SSP^|f> ^ deiterwiQed qi^ prQ<;eed- 
ing to oi^e of the l^uUdiQgs, si^ated.on antemiiiepce tathe sooth 
of about forty yardjj iq hejgbl^* Tbi« edifipe formipg a parall^a^ 
gr^m, resen^bled the 6rst ii) its st^ of architecture, ithfts square 
pillars^, an extei^9r gallery ^ and a salctQU twenty yyird^ k>Dg by 
three and a half broad, embellished with a frontispiece .09 which 
are ^escribed female figures with children i^ the^r arms, a)^ of 
the natura) size, executed in stucco nu&dio reliefs : these represen- 
jtatipns are idthout heads/ as ppurtrayed in figs. 21 and S^ Savi^ 
whimsical des^nsj serving 9» pro^ments to the com^rs^ of the 
house, I brought away ; they c^re n^uQberedJS, 9 and^Q^ bifitaU 
knowledge respecting them is concealed from us, owing to no 
traditionary information or if^dtten documents being ppeserved, 
ex;planatory of their real meaning, and the manner in which 
the. inhabitants used such d^yices^ for the convey aqce of their 
thoughts. 

In th^ inner, wall of the gallery, and on each side of the 
door leading jnto the saloon, there are three stones, measuringl^ree 
yard^ in height and being upwards of one broad, all of them 
covered with the hieroglyphics ija bas-relief, recently mentioned 
the whole of this gallery and saloon being paved. Le^iving this 
structure and passing by the ruins of many others, or perhaps 
what is more probable, of many buildings accessory to this 
principle edifice, the decliyity conducts to a little TaUey» or 
opeq space whereby the approach to another hoiise in 
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4iir«ctM>Q; (^tttberly) Ji> iimdlei«d<j^dKabl^ y arrive at tli^ 
jm^vupOe by wi aseenttwhere it is:&iiqdito have a gallery and a 
fdppn^niilaii.tQ that last ilescribeldijalidat tbedoor of Ais salooti, 
a stucco oroamciiitj . {&g.' 23), displays. hyAts allegory the super- 
#ti^<^ii of die founders. 

Eastward of ^his sjtrbctdfts june three small eminences forming ; 
a ^xianglf > upon ec^b.<»f iK^hjeb is a sqnare.btiilding eighteen yards 
Jong; by eleven broadi^.o^die s^mte: .tir^bitectnre as the former, 
but ^bAvipg along tbxn rodfings, s^yerail superstructures about 
tJliree ya.rds big^,^ resembling :tun!ei9> covered with different 
ornaments and device^, in; stucco^ : In the interior of the first of 
4]ie» three mansions^ at the end of a go^Uery almost etijtirely ) 
4ilapidat;ed^ is,a,;salpon havixig;,^ small chamiier at eacbr 
^xtremity^: while i|^ the ; centre o^f the saloon stands an oratory 
rather; more than threi^ yf^rda square^ presenting, on each side 
of the entrance, a pi0i|>endicular stone, whereon ispourtrayed the\ 
iiqage of a man in bas^relief^ as in figs« 24 and 25. lUpdn 
entering, I found tfie entire front of the oratory occupied by 
three stopc^ joined together, on which the objects; described in 
fig/ 26,^are allegorical ly represented. The outward decoration* is 
fttiifinedtoa sort of iqoalding. finished with smiill stucco bricks, 
on whiCfh ;9re baa-reliefsj, nos. 11 and 12, being specimens of the 
devices; the ; pavenient oftheoratoiy is* quite anooth, and 
f^bt inches thidf, which it was neeessary to perforatie in order 
to make an excavation. Having proceeded in this labour at 
pdiimt hf^tf a yard deep,! found. 9 small roimd earlhen ' vesseU 
about 9i^e foot ai diameter^ fitted j^borisontally with a mixture of 
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lime to another of the wmmt qfuHty 

removed, and the digging being 

henenih, we diwarered a circniar 

than the ifiret articles^ and on 

cylindrical cavity presented itael^ abont m iMt wide mid At 

third of a ioot deep, c o nt aini ng a lint 

]hyraniid8 with die figme of m iMmt i 

(which is very oommon m Ait kingdaa asd knaana hj tte name 

of challa) ; there were abo tap« anaD earthen jhs or evpcn widi 

* - 

'covers contaidiDg^ sinll aloacs aai a Mi 
as well as die other mrtides, I tnaoait i» jaa ham^ ■■■bered 
13, 14, 15 and 16. The 
coincides with fte centra 
angles, near -die e nli— ci, is a cavi^ ike Ae mmtt hclM« des- 
cribed, where flie Bttfe jts— lierodlT aad 18 w uc ab a baried. 

It is nnneoesaanr t» dflaie €• Ae adhjrds rapicseated lij 
the bas-relieft oa Ae Aiee aiaw^ «r «a «he ataaliea of 4e 
articles fi»and ia Ois place; Aigr caanrqr la Ae aiad an idea 
that it was in thb spat thqr mm> <ed> as sacred ohjcctsi, tiie 
remains of Aeir greatot heia^ ttenha^i lii^ erected traplnes 
recordiag flie paHkahr dJaOntl iiM W IJhey had Merited fiai Aeir 
coantiy. by Adr senicKS ar «he indaries obtained orer its 
enemies, whOe the iwuip lia M. «a Ike taMels were intended to 
eternise Aeir names : lbr» to this object^ Ae chaiaclers as wid 
as Ae bas-reliefe sanaaadiMg Ihem, evidwily refer. 

The oAier tw« ediicca are oranaihir aidilteetare, anddrrided 
:^»^,».^i«r ;• tk* «AM* laa a ia M r as tfie «ae dbove desciibed; 



TViyiug^y in the (Ueg^rMitA s9l>J9<^ oC ^^ i>as^reli«& on tii« 

Cki gaining the second oratory, ita entrance presented ttie two 
d^^neatioas of men copied in figs. 27 and 21^ while the front 
exhibited the three stones displayed in fig. 39. Haying proceed 
to excavate at this spot, I discovered the flint \w^, two epical 
pyramids, the representation of an heart, and two earthen jars., 
being the objects numbered 19, 30, 21, and 29, 

Fig. 30 and the last of thi9 ooUectipnt shews the; interior front 
of the third oratory ,formed like the others of three intones of similar 
size ; and, if dw^ attention be given to the bat-reliefs thereon 
represented, the conclnsion drawn from thence 9iBst be, thsit th^ 
antient inhabitants of these structures lived in extreme darknessi, 
for, in their fabnloos snperstitioiis, we seem tp view the idolatry 
of the Phcenicians, the Greeksii the I^omans and other primitive 
nations most strongly ponrtrftyed* Op this ^cqunt it way 
reasonably be cQnjectQred,that 90qio pne of these natiops pursue4 
tibeir conquests even to this country, where it is prohab)e they 
only remained long enongh to enable the ][)idian tribes to imitate 
their ideas and adopt, in fi nid^ opd awkw^id manoert such artfi 
as flieir invaders thonght fit to incnlwte. 

; I omit aay description of the h«i|dHigs ^tuated to fb^ 
northward, as they am now newly d^s^yf^t ^nd affprd neithiSTt 
reliefe nor other ornaments, and only vary in their style, simil^^ 
to those described in the south ; it therefore merely remains for 
me to take notiee of the fpw iMC^ticks dienH^visred firom digging in 
varioQs parts of thvp gnwndi 9s well as at the edifice in the si^ni^ 
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west direction. In architecture this structure does not ditkr 
from the others : its divisions consist of a corridor and a saloon; 
without decorations or bas^-reliefs. In digging, lan earthen vase 
was founds but broken to pieces, which contained some smalL 
pieces of challa in the shape of lancets, or thin blades of razorSj,> 
which were probably used by these uncivilized people for the 
j same purpose as the latter articles are now applied to by Euro- 
peans; these instruments and small fragments of the vessel in. 
which they were deposited, I submit for your inspection and 
examination, being numbered 23 and 24. 

No. 25 is an earthen pot containing a qumber of small' 
bones^ grinders, molares^ and teeth^ taken from the same excava- 
tion. 

No. 26 and those that follow denote the quality of the lime^ 
mortar and burnt bricks employed by the inhabitants ; it may 
be inferred that they used the latter very sparingly, as only 
those; which I have brought away for mature examination, were: 
to be found among the ruins — ^they will tend to give full: 
satisfaction and illustrate the points contained in the last royaL 
mandate, which occasioned a second examination of this iruined' 
city; during which, no circumstance worthy of notice^- has 
been omitted, neither have I spared any exertion that could give 
effect, either to the research or the narrative which I how 
tierminate. 



.'. 



I confess. Sir, that the well known zeal of your ^Excellebcy' 
for his Majestjr's service, y6ur activity and ' piinctaality : iit' 
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carrying into effect his royal commaods, your profoand know- * 
ledge and good taste in the subjects which this commission 
embraces, and which your Excellency has had the goodness to 
entrust to my care, have been the most powerful incentives to 
give energy to my application, my industry and my perseverance 
in fulfilling these various operations, which I have pursued 
without regard either to labour or fatigue. My endeavour has 
uniformly been scrupulously and diligently to obey the orders 
confided in me, as a recompence for which, my sole desire is to 
merit your approbation, in having conformed to the instructions 
of the King and the ideas of his enlightened minister. 



ANTONIO DEL RIO. 



Palenqaey Jane 24, 1787, 
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A CRITICAL INVESTIGATION AND RESEARCH 
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THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICANS; 

Thb MonameiitB foond by CaptaiQ Dbl Rio, analized and compared with those of the Egyptians 
and other Nations, proving that a connexion has existed between them and the Ambricahs, 
and solving the grand historical problem of its population, who were the first 
Inhabitants of the Shores on the Gulph of Mexico ;— >the Period of their first Arrival ; the 
Discovery of the Kingdom of Amaoubmbcan, and its chief city Hubhubtlapallan ; its 
commencement, duration and the causes of its roin; — Who Huitzilopochtli or Mbzitli, 
the Mars, and principal Protector of the Mexicans, was ? — Who were theTuLTEC as ? —The 
period of their peregrination ; the foundation of their Empire, etc., etc 
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SOLUTION 



OP THB 



GRAND HISTORICAL PROBLEM 



OP THB 



POPULATION OF AMERICA. 



i^Ba*M^irb«iiV^>-i#aWi 



T(]£ injiklicidtts and t<^al idestruction of the anaitis and records 
of the -Aoicirican nations, basfApt on)yproved:a most serious loss 
to histoiy, but very prejudijqia) Ao that religioQ, whose progress, 
it wan «tppoted, would, ilt^reby have been accelerated : sueh 
unexpected effects lire sometimes produced by the very limited 
obnilexion between the mdepsatonding and the policy of men, to 
whein it is natural to ^rr^ ev^n iU: Resigns the best concelTe^, 
both as toUieir meaof w4 object ;i|i addition to which, they are 
tod frequently the result of prejudice 'or gf ignorance. 

Religion, which Jia/» ^IwajrPt been the leading object. of 
attention with civilized nations, is infAinably connected with 
tiiieirliiiitory ; neither caoiiybie «ne,^l ip iiffopjfUng instrnctipn as 
rcgMa the oOier. J£ tbe:bis(oi^ <»f a, na^on deserves to, |](e. 
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destroyed and blotted out from the memory of man^ merely 
because it is the record of superstitions^ idolatries, and other 
errors, repugnant to true religion, then the sacred books, that are 
the foundation of our. holy catholic faith, would not have been 
exempted from the fatal misfortune which produced the destruc- 
tion of the American Records. 

The Hebrews, who were chosen by God, from among all 
nations, to be the depositaries of his tirue religion and worship, 
were not less inclined to idolatry, than were the American 
nations ; for the sacred text informs us of their frequent lapses 
irom. the divine ordinances^ and of \ the 'furious punidiments 
inflicted by the Almighty for the purpose of correcting and 
bringing them back to the path of truth, but it does not conceal 

from us the idolatrous errors into which they were precipitated. 

» • « 

We no where read of, nor has it ever been asserted of the 
apostles, who with their inspired voices, disseminated ih^ 
mysteries of the catholic religion throughout the world, and 
who endeavoured to exterminate idolatry^ even by the sacrifice of 
their lives, that they destroyed the histories of the Pagan nations 
in whose hearts they implanted the true faith ; even the holy 
fathers and doctors of the church did not disdain to refer to these 
very histories in their expositions of the holy scriptures ; nor did 
the general council of the church neglect to have them compiled 
with minute descriptions of the many superstitious iwrors to 
which ihfey were addicted. < .' . •/ r; . 

Th6 fate of the American trist^riies immediateij'^b«#iig^ 
into ai^on the pens of many kahied itten, aalifres^ii #dl^jpM 



Spftoiards, and roiuied flie attentioii of Philip die Mcond and of 
the first viceroys of Mexico^ito replace, as fiuras possible, so 
^leplorable a loss {note i). Their exertions do not prove of 
any essential service, as the historiei^*! which they produced 
embrace only a few of the latter ages; neither do diey appear 
to have employed much research in discovering the origin of the 
Americans. At subsequent periods, however, many mcfn ci supe- 
rior attainments undertook to write on this subject {noie 2). But 
what has proved the result 1 Nothwithstanding all their SKal and 
Implication, after undertaking much and having essayed through 
many difficrent channels an investigation of how, and from whence 
the first inhabitants oi America came, yet, to the present pe» 
riod, no hypothesis has been advanced, that is sufficiently proba« 
ble, to satisfy a mind sincerely and cautiously desirous of arriving 
at the truth. This is the conclusion drawn by that illustrious 
beiledictine. Fray Benito Geronymo Feyjoo, in the twenty*fifth 
discourse of the fifth vol. of his Teairo Critieo^ where he says : 
^ After Imig study and attentive examination of so many, and 
^* such various opinions, I find no one, having the necessary 
*^ appearance of truth to satisfy a prudent judgment, and many 
«< that do not possess even the merit of probability.^^ 

A research enveloped in so much obscurity, led the cele- 
brated advocate Guiseppe Antonio Constantini to dedare, that 
whatsoever may be advanced upon the subject, does not pass 
beyond the limit oi mero opinion, as we have neither hist«Hies, 
manuscripts, nor traditions of the Americans ; the greater part 
of whom, he sayi^ when they were discovered, were ignorant 
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onA/ unbaltivatedi and' itlist ; liasf^fcippttftitioiia ^^ynan-hy^ ^^ttB^ 
wriltl^i ore^sitbjcct to ioseriitabletdiffidalties {nokf^}^^ . r < t . .; ? 
Fi^iHseo XavieriGlavigerar s^ niOderto ^'mericaiii atiilroii<)Mi« 
kMd^^i^; tbat{tfie'hi8tor3P of the^ridlitiTe population df Ambnae 
^^ ifiT^M obMure and 4SO nnich: inVillYed in fable ^^as to ntadterjt 

9 

^^ tiot^ merely* « most' >diffieuif inatteri&Fi^oltttioo, {but vtolaH^ 
'^ implMsMble '^o'come at.th^ trlitih^Xf^itfe.4)./^ ' 

Tb^ daiftitesfibf tbisbistoitical qtitistidm^piencdctbe raaditom 
attadk'^iipbn^ thW impreghablriiook of^ntligion.^ Ahow64heAiiddle 
of^thtf dlu^ oentnrjr/ Iraad Pe^srere eractdd) bis > sy stctn^of itbte> F^feaH* 
dantiim (wfa'icftr^'ba lioialided updR>theiimfitefrpbilitophkiail vtban 
hi8tiMea}'»on«^ >or tbe deluge^ inyieqDited b^ T^OBiaci ;Bnra!rt bin 
sacrediI%Miy of die Eartti (ftofe>5]i PeyreraiA this syfi|te«K(ffofe4) 
denying, on the one faand^ the uni venality of the flood vpoti «tW 
eaiib^ in op|>09itieti '^ to the irrefragable 4iense of the SMnr^dteis^j 
and thenmfork belief of the ch«vcb|> pretends^, on* the eMbtrttty 
wi^ the '^jmagogae,^ that all iUeiohtimanMace art ^not 4iie 
deseetidants of • Adanoriahd^Eve, aiidiednsequendy Jdenws op%lnat 
sin »and the^fitrinciples of eur holy .<;aitholic religicMi' ; tprodnokig^ 
the pop«latkn iif Ain^ei as the cfai^'snppbit bf tibis hypothpiii^; 
and the ignoratira tlk^t exists as tb the ^so«irce<iof its- 'Ori^rf^^^ 
Assnmi<y|^ ihA faitft; that there is not «ommniiieatioti between the 
two^ eontivients bf land, aiid not without traVeri^gv inii^se' 
seasj hb ' infers tfaaj(;; anteiior tQ* 'the imr^itiori of the« matrifieqiHs 
conp(Bisfl^^ me* eould not pass over ather iirom' E^iM^^ Aaia^f.^^ 
Afnpa ; therefore; as it is dear ihat Amei4ca - was peopied^beibMr 
the tima4>f that iaif«ntien, he infers thereftobr. thatitsiinhabitents 
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superior to those very laws. In such cases it is better to betieve 
his works miracaloos^ than endeavour to make an ostentatious 
display of our talents by the cunning invention of new systemsy 
in attributipg them to natural causes {note 7). On this account^ 
Burnet will always be reprehensible for the singularity of bis 
system^ as will many other modem philosophers, for the notions 
they have disseminated; but> that of Peyrere, must ever be 
condemned for its heretical principles : ^Feyjoo, father Garcia, 
and his illustrator, mentioned by Constantini, Clavigero, and all 
who have written from the commencement of this century on thtt 
origin of the Americans, are alike open to the censure of being 
careless investigators, in having passed over the indubitable 
memorials on the first inhabitants of America written by tha 
bishop of Chiapa, don Francisco Nunez de la .Vega in his 
> Diocesan Constitution, printed at Rome in 1702, 

Among the many small historical works that fell into ih^ 
hands of this illustrious prelat^ who was not more zealous for 
the glory of God, than he was mistaken in the interpretations 
he applies to many of them, and particulariy, when hci^ attributes 
the whole of them to superstition ;, instances one that was 
written by Yotan, of whom he speaks as follow^ in no. 34, 
section 30, of the preface to his Constitutions : ^' Yotan is the 
'' third gentile placed in the calendar, he wrote an historical tract, 
'' in the Indian idiom, wherein he mentions, by name, the people 
'* with whom, and the places where, he had been; up to the pre* 
^' sent time there has existed a family of the Yotans in Teopizca. 
*' He says also that he is lord^ of the Tapanahuasec {fiote 8) ; 
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placed: by VataD himself, as< a proof of his ori|pn,and.;A memo- 
rial for intQFe ages, in tbc^'ciiva /0/^«^a,.(|i<«iise Af;/4(ldai^ 
'that be bad bpfil^in a>reatb> that is, ift tiuelspAce .of fkiaw 
breathings, a metaphoi^qal expression infolded , to imply the 
very short; space . of time ; employed in .its oonstrtijction. CHe 
committed this deposit to a distinguished fem&le, and,' «,-f!ertiiin 
number of plebeian Indians i {appointed annnally: £>r the fwifpose 
of its safe custody' 'His mandlette .was scrnpoiloasly observed for 
many ages by the people of Tacqaloya, in : the :provtincei«f 
Soconusco, where it wa$ ga«^ed with extnaordinary c»re, vntil 
heing disoomfed by ; ]th« prelate before BMntioaedk he obtajaid^ 
and destn^ed it. Xet .tv^ogive his own word(| k(nn\n<L'.i94; 
section 90 of his. prefooeHl* ^^ treasore. oansisted: of .sMiife 
[** large earthen vases of .one ipiece, and closed ii^ith cotersroltiM 
" same - material, . on whi<^i; were reptesented |in< stoniey .-the 
*' figures 0f the ancient JsdgiaD pagans,; whose names «i« in ^he 
< ' calendbatr^ Ivith some nAahh&^tett which< are solid ihard irtones^ 
** ofajfceen colour and(:^eP8aperetitiou8.fignres.-*-*The§e were 
** takfdnfipom A cave by the Indian lady herself, and die Tapin^es 
** or guardians gf them, i And .gvven- up; when^the3t were-poUfcly 
** burnt in itb($«qu<u^ it Hu^poe^n, oik ourvisite to>fhat piovmce 
*rinie9l',*^ :  \ - ,,,• 7m(.   i' •.■r.»!i-»|  

It is possible that Yotan's historical tract alluded to i;by 
Jing^z :d0 Mr%egA, oriaiiotii^r..iamia«r ito^it^,; may W ihi one 
illuf^ is: 99W:Jp !<!>«. pofStesienrAof^BDii Raiiim de Oidohes!5 
j([«pari,.,ft!n^|iv€)l9f.^«II^S«W h^iiSAimpblif exttraoMiitery 
«hif^ mi.^gfigfA AMbis^ine^iii ^ompMingaitiotU^ Aeilillb 
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Viena; ' that will ' not ^ onhjf! wibmce' the angina] pi>[Julatioh of 
Ilkmmd^.hiA tra^e itsi^o^nrssirodi Chaldea jinmediatelijf! aitof 
tbiti doi^faMDiir b# ' tcNigoesj^ its Imystrcal' aSnd mbrat theologjr^ its 
mytholbg^ wkA most; impbrtant events. ELislifeniiry acqiiiremetitsi 
faJM?a^licaiioB to^'aiiid8liiid<f>of/tli6 Balijeot,ibr«m6ne:4han thirty 
years;} his skilltirn the TzeiidkMan^age^ :i» iwhich; idiom the tratot 
jvst'spokenofis written # dndithe miny excellent aotbors heiias 
boHected, lead mn to antici^teA w#rk, so peiifect iii its ktnd^'^aa 
mU cumpletsely astonish tiie worlds i : t: 

i;7rr!.To the iidportant ihforroaltkm of NiinQS de la Viegd wiltadd 
ibeino less NRaltiable;ti6tioe8i6Ddim!unira^ to liie byiDon RjoOTidn 
Osdone£ iy%Aguiar. (The membiriri his/possession.ccosials offiFe 
or.' six foliob' of icotDmonyiiquaiTto paper^ - wHilt^ii in ordinary 
chiiraGters in theTzendal language, an evident proof of its having 
been copied from: the original itthieroglyphics^fibortly after the 
conquest"^// .; .0 - • r^ •? ::. .; : r ,, / .::; ^ ,);;.. . ;: 

*>ni(Ai the* top of the first kai^ Ae two cbntinofitfeane painted in 
different ookmrsjiin* two small sqnares, * placed .parallel to ^^adh 
odip^^ in» rtive^^an g:les : * the one representing i Euiropet . \ Asia and 
Aiftiea^'is^ marked! with* two < 4arge !8S; jupon;4llfe\6pper arms^itf 
t^mhmkyimmi^ from ; the opposite angles of ehqh squa/e, forming 
tbcpptrirHRdf ^tivM in the>c0ittre*; that; rwhickinitficaites AnKtrTte 
ha^twb!SS£^i«D^d<h6HzontdMy:on the^bar^ l^t I am ii6t. certain 
iWthdth9erHi{Kniirtife u|^>er :'crrlaw bah^ibiit 1 iKlieVe; apod 
UieMstter*! kfU'^hen speakingi dif; the) placeai bethad idsiied^on) 
the old continent, he marks them on the>!inaigih>rofi aoBieh/ 
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bkapter, witb'fm isrpiigkt Si and ^&ose nf AiBerioat wift tui 
liorizontal S. ' ^Betireeii these sqnaiiet standi the ^ title ^^»h(ils 
iiiiatory. ^' Proof that I am CkiielmE^^ (a snake)y :wfaidi title lie 
{i^oves in the body of his work, by sajring that he Is Odlehra, 
because he is ChiVim. He states that he ookidtioted sevca 
families from Valnili Votaii to tihtiscontiki^rt and assigiMd laudi 
to them; that he is the third of ^e Yotans; that, haring 
determined to travel nntil he arrived at the root of heaven, ia 
order to discov^ his relations the Onlebras, and make bimarif 
known to them, he made fonr voyages to Chtvim (wbickis 
expressed by repealing fonr times irom Yalnm Votan to Yalnm 
Chivim, from Valum Chivim to Yalum Yotan) ; that he arrived 
in Spain, and Uiat he went to Rome^ that he saw^he fgratft 
house of God bnilding; that he went by the road* which bis 
brethrentbeOalebras had bored; that he maHfiedit, aodtiiat 
he passed by the houses of the ^rfeenCulebras. - -it 

He relates, that, in returning from one of his voybges,- he 
found seven other fiitnilies of the Tzequil liation, who had joined 
die first inhabitants, and reco^ised in them the saibe origin as 
his own, that is, of the Colebras. He speaks of the :p[laoe where 
'iftey buih their fiV^t town, fi^hidb, from itil ^founders^ received the 
vaine of Taequil.; he affirms the having taught them refinement 
of manners ^ the' use of the table, table cloAi, dishes, ba8ins,cups 
aiid najildns.; Ihlit, in return /for these, th^ taaght 'him the 
knowledge of €rod' And «of his worship ; his first - ideas of a kidg 
and obediehoe'to him ; and ^dt he was chosen captain of all 
these united fomilies. 



It would be of great inportanoe to have lliis memoir litc^ 
ly translated ; for, ^Ithoogh it is written in a laconic and 
(%arative. style, it would lead to a more ample interpretation 
and illustration of history, both divine and ha man ; indeed, sucha 
;tnuislation . may be considensd requisite to the gratification of 
Ab public^ and, on anc^er account, because a great number of 
.peraons are likely 'to produce more accurate observations and 
^disciKveries than an individual is able to achieve ; but, as the 
proprietor of this fragment expressed himsjslf to me, we must be 
attisfied, for the present, with the little that has been aceom- 
plidiedi (considering the difficulty of understanding the sentences 
and situatiaiis of the places mentioned), towards construing it, 
idsofficient as it is, to clear up the historical obscurity which has 
liitberto fiitigued the greatest talents of the world to no good 
pttrpos<(« 

' Let us now follow the progress of this celebrated chief of i 
Hie first inhabitants tof the American continent, let us examine 
his narrative carefully, and observe if it agrees with the histories 
and antient traditions of the writers of both hemispheres, and 
CMBpare iifwith some of the few monuments and documents 
fiimished by Antopto deMUo, captain of artillery, who was sent 
:in consequence of an order from his Majesty Charles the third, 
dated March 16t^ 1786, by his Excellepirjr don Joseph Esta^ 
-efaeria^ captain general ^Guatemala, to examine the ruins! of a 
city of very great eactent and aiitiquiiy, the name' of whidi is 
fuiknown, that was discovered in the vicinity^ of Palenqne, 
jdistrici of Carmen, in die province of Chiapa where he found 
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magnilieeDi edi6ees» temples, tar^nn, aqaedncts* stataes, hie- 
rogljphici and anknown diancten, .that . have withstood 
the ravages of time and a soccessioo <^ ages, and of whidi he 
made manj plans and drawings. 

AmoDg the figures whkrh fhis officer copied^ are two tfiat 
represent Votan od both oootineDtSt and an historical event, die 
memory of wfaidi he was desirons of transmitting to future ages^ 

The first figure displajrs Yotan adorned with many hiero- 
glyphics, the meaning of some of them I will explain, unless my 
humble abilities mislead me.— rThe hero-has a symbolical figure 
twined round his right arm; this is significatiye of his voyages. to 
the old continent. The square, with a bird pain ted. in. the cen- 
tre, indicates Valum Votan: whence he. commenced his travels; 
and it is an Island, be(!ause among antiquarians it is unanimously 
agreed, that a bird is the symbol of navigation ; for only by the 
means of navigaticm could his voyages be undertaken j the re- 
mainder of the figure shews the course taken to reach Valum 



The figure, with the bird in the middle, resembles the one! 
stated as descriptive of his maritime':route to the other old con- 
tinent ; but the bird being figured in an opposite direction, de- 
notes his jretum to Vialum Votan^ .He holds in his left hand, a 
sceptre, firom the top of whichiissikestbe symbol; of . the windy 
such as Clavigerb in his. second vol. states it to have been repte- 
seated! by the Americans. ]>epeitdant from the right band, is a 
doable band, but to. avoid repetition, I$hall reserve: tl|e meaning 
of this until 1 explain; the second figQte, Jis well ad that of the 
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deity .at' hisilaetin the ^t of sop^oatiog to be taken to America, 
in order to be there, known and adored/ -J 

I.' l^ei second figure shews Votan relumed to America ; tlib^^v -^^ ^ 
deitys before; seen kileeling- at his* feet, is'here {Placed on a seat 
covered with hierogiyphics ; Voton, with his right hand, i^ pre-^ 
sentifig^hintvia sceptre armed with ft knifeW the yizit stoneV 
known here nnder the name of* eBay: .it is a species of ^black 
quartz, bnt  is sometimes found of i other coloore, it is vitceons, 
semi diuphanous and infusible; the natives armed their lances 
andi arrows with this instead, of iron > which wastonktiown to thend, 
they frequently formed swordsof the same b^. placing, it jn a piece 
of wood split lengthways; andalso omd itto make the kniveS; em- 
ployed in their sanguinary: sacrifices : Iby;this act Votan shews thlfr 
deity to be.a principal one to whom sacrifices wete offered. YptAA 
bas in his turban, the emblem of the aii^i and a bird with its beak 
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in - an <»f>posite direction- to his face,. id signify bis sailing from 
that aide of the world to this. From^his left hand hang the two 
bands) spoken of in the. first figure; but they are here moredi^ 
tinet than in that ; ^he lower band shews the lin^ of his descent 
on the old continent,- and the upper one exhibits hisAmeriknin 
progenitors. The .diree human hes^Hs. shew, that he who holds 
the band, is Yoton, and thethirdof his face, as be represents 
hittfself to h€ in ^ his ' historical accouttt. To comprehend this 
morie;c^ear1y, itmnstbe obsieryed, that;the word Votan in Tzen^ 
iJal language^ meaDS'Jbearl)Nuntode la yega, speaking of lhi» 
liereiof antiquitydn no. 34, section 30, .da jfs: *^ This Votan is mnch 
^^ venerated by all the IndiaQ]|,:an4 in 0n« province tt^y look 
*' vpod > bimi bs theiiciirCldf th«i pe«|»|<s'' . ' > 
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By comparing Votan's narratiTe on the subjeictof his voyagm 
to^ and returns from, the old continent, and of his being the 
tUtd of the race; iri<^ tiieidapUcate effigies of him which 
Captain - del Bio found . soulptuhed: oii stones, in one of the 
temples' at Hie unknown /city, that we wiU^ foi^ the present, 
designate as the Palencian$ we shall have a very conclusive proof 
of its 'truth/ and this one vnH be corroborated by so many otiiers, 
that we shall be liEMrced to acknowledge this history of the origin 
of the Americans, excels those of the Greeks, the Romans, and 
thetnostt celebrated nations of . the world, and is. even worthy of 
being compared widi that a£ the Hebrews themselves* 

If we accompany this renowned hero and writer of antiquity, 
r do not hesitate to assert, ibat he will leave us fully satisfied with 
his veracity on the intportaat point of the American populationt 
and wfaefAce' it prodeeded$> thereby putting an end to the conr 
jectural assumptions of modern authors, by enforcing a belief 
of testimoniei^ so ancieilt and venerable, and confirming 9 
discovery made in our own times^ which will cause the despised 
authorities of the ancfi'ents tabereceived> and smooth those diffir 
culties, hitherto produced by the risadtness of writers, to escape 
fiom the real obscurity of the subject, by stertirig brilliant idefw 
instead of seriously discussing' fiicts. 

Beibire we proceed, it is necessary to identify the deity who 
has been already described in one place, in the act of supplica^ 
tion, end in anothert as seated on the throne of the altar, and 
receiving the symbol of homage and adoration from that band 
whence lie had before implored ikvolir. 

The mitre or cap, wi<|i (tie bnll^s homs^ which this idol 



kmxn im itelMiBul.ia b^ih figtves^ remove all ddobts' as to bis 
being the oelefeMrated Osiris of liie EgyptiaiiSi who» according to 
Diodorus Sicalas, is the same as Mesiaim or Menes* son of Cfaam 
and beir to ike kingdom of Egypt, known to the Greeks and 
Romans^ and ^wioraAiipped by them as Dionysios or Bacchus ; 
adopted also by othear nations wader difiertet names, and 
particularly by the Phcenioians, all firmly belitmng m him, 
and that, in every place: and nndar what name soever he was 
the active i power of natere, viz: the good spirit; good for- 
tune, and .the .bestower of. all virtue^ prosperity and joy. On 
the other han4i his enemy: Typhon was believed to be the evil 
principle, the general canse of misfortunes, itod vices ; whom, 
according, to Platai;ch, neither order nor reason^ affections nor 
jfiwiily, light siorheidth could ms<n]n^..fcar this cause whatevar 
^perturbed or :disfigured nature^ even to the very eclipses, was 
•attributed to him* 

The great aptness' of Osiris in the invention of ;the arts 
necessary to socicd life ; /his jnslice.in settling disputes between 
individuality i Us . prudence .in transmittiog to his children the 
inheritance that had descended to him from his. father ; finally, 
jhis stisengthijindiCDmtigB;in destroying ^nrocic^^ beasts, obtained 
ifor him the eoqfidence andJovectflhissolgects, or rather, i^his 
Jumily^ as it n firobable tiiat »all)the lEIgjiiptians vfcire either lus 
-biotbera et luephewa^ mrer whom iie had naiofther right than .that 
wiiidi was 'Cmifecred by primc^genitureship. This people has 
always continued firm in the belief of being indebted to him for 
the art of cultivating the ground, ^grinding corn, of making and 
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baking breiad, df caltiirating the vihe, flax,- hemf^j and tfaie 
aromatics peculiar to Egypt, . and of preparing thei wool q 
animals, .for the elothing of men. : 

The. gratitude /due to bim. for discoTeries so Tiufderbuis and 
80 nsefiiljivas accompanied by. the' afiectipiis of '/his pec^ple; bidi, 
not content with making them happy, he sougiit ( to' extend his 
humanity; to 4he^ most remote nations, who, living 3ik^ithe blasts 
of. the forest,- were .unacqnaiiited with the b/enefits ^f ^citil !life. 

With this intention, he left the govemmentMOtffhiR^kiagdote 
in charge of his- equally homatie hnd virtuous sisten^nd wifelsis, 
and attended by . a large army^, in which t&ere were a' grettt 
number of iknisi^cians and dancers of both^sexes»ihc»depsM^ted:;:nqt 
with the intention of conquiering kingdoms, but impieVJed.by .the 
desire of subdoing the hearts of men, by instructing thiem ih:the 
same arts, he/ had taught his<own subjects, thinking, most 
reasonably, that it would be more glorious to succeed bylperstlaH 
sive means m drawing mankind from the rude and .: wandering 
mode of life^th'ey had hitheriolead, than ^by.ifbrce; to . attempt 
bringing them* to that gentleness ofimanners, consistf.rit v^iththe 
true character of humanity.; (.: i/ i \-..\: ...;. 

His iitdeffttigable zeal and incessant love towards the humati 
race^ his! heroic, object of .1 rendering them .>happy * without. . a 
thought of depriving them ofitheir liberty, begat a viener9.tion.so 
profound,, ithat it quickly proceeded to the exce^ of paying di- 
vine honoursito'a man whoionly sought to imitateithe authorof 
nature in: his. paternal goodness, i ^* '. ! «. >i > k - ' : 

A reign so, fraught with general felicity well deserved to hie 
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^raizedi ; )»at i% was sbortened by nii. enemy rendered more 

terrible and dangerous, becaose nnsnspected, and allied by 

die; closest ties of iconsaQgninity. This enemy was Tjrphon, 

his own brotbett a wretch excited by the fierce spirit of envy, 

who ooDtriyed schemes to obscure the fame of him he could not 

^imitate; aod, l^eing assistjed by his compeers^ he conspired 

.ffgains^ bis brother's life., and repeated the atroci us crime of 

Cain. In the absence of Mesraim^ lyphoi^ secvetly formed a 

pearty, and* puscompanied by twenty six traitors, assassinated 

.him cm him return.-— Villainy so atrocious, could not be long 

concealed by the shallpw contiiTance of spreading a report, that 

the king had been devoured by a crocodile or hippopotamus. — 

1% was soon puMertained that his body had been cut into as 

•many pieces ^s there were conspirators ;/iyphoii supposed that, 

dividing the body of Meiies among his accomplices, would 

Jnflame them against Jhe memoiy of the prince, and, as he was 

;«mbitiou9 as well as cruel, he expected to be able to engage 

them,, as 9 .consequence of their babarity, in support of his 

.usurpation of the Crowue 

. . Impious and inhuman Typhpn^ may thy memory be 
.accursed with interminable hatredt for daring to stain thy 
^mmderoiis hands, with the blood of thy brother and thy king, thus 
JUaving to posterity the execrable example, of a two fold crime so 
•horrible ; thy ambition caused it polidied people to tear asunder 

• * 

^^the most sacred bonds, to precipitate themselves into the greatest 

* . • 

.atrocities^ to tamiqh the glory of their ancestor^, and to disgrace 

their nation I. . • • 

• « 

li A&aOfm^M huk was infMrme^, of Typhoii's.barbarity, inflamed 
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with tage, and assisted by lieir eldest son Oros» known to the 
Greeks by the name of Apollo^ i^e avenged ttie death oif ber 
husband. With a powerful army of her '&ithful snli^eotfli^ wbb, 
no less incensed than herself at liie melancholy fete of their 
beloved monarch, and equally eager to take vengeante ; she 
went in pursuit of the murderer, fought a sahgninary battitt^ 
defeated, took him prisoner, and then put him to death^ with the 
most guilty of his rebellious partisans. 

Not satisfied by thuspunishipg the iQikmous brother/ Inft 
resolved to give proofs ci piety and aiFection for heir husband* 
and collected the dispersed portions of his mutilated' bodyi to 
honour Ihem with obsequies wordiy of so good a kitig. Only 
one part of the corpse was deficietit, atid this had beeto thitowti 
into the Nile, because no one of the conspirators would carry it 
away^ — Isis greatly lamented this lost portion, and therefore 
resolved that more respect and veneration should be paid to it 
than to any other : for this purpose she pretended to have found 
it, and, to celebrate the recovery, ordered that all the women 
should carry its effigy suspended from their necks {fUfie 1^). 
This effigy, deemed impure by tis in modern times, wm greatly 
honored by the antients, and^ by some nations, even now conti- 
nues to be Venerated, llie Bramins of tn^ia carry it in solemii 
procession at certain festivals, and present it fo be kissed by thW 
people, who believe that t'hey are paying devotion to the authe^ 
of nature, by honoring the symbol of focundWy, which liie 
Greeks named Phallo, and the festivals in lionor of tii« saill«. 
Phallophorides, see Descartes at these word s. * 

As Osiris hfid taught ni«tt th6 art of tillage, tlte^riests 
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diote HkeHiX, as a symbol of jmrionltaln^ to liepreseiit this deified 
prince ; theioow was choien as the tjrpe of Isis who was raised to 
a divinity after her death i add this symbolized ox and cow €bej 
called Apis. Hence it is that Osiris was represented with a mitre 
ftom which issue two horns, as spoken of in the figures just des- 
cribed. Sometimes a twirted or crooked stick was placed in his left 
haad^ and a sort of strap or thong with three ends in his right, this 
strap may be observed below^ die knees of the first figure, and 
with the distinotioo of the three ends in the right hand of the 
seconds 

Diodoms Siculns^ lib. 1, has left us a description of Osiris 
foond npon ancient mommientB, which shews what the people, 
who adopted his worship, il|onght of him — ^via. *^ Satnm, the 
yxmngest of all the gods, was my fiither; I am the king Osiris, 
who, followed ,by a powerftil army, overran all the earth, 
^' finomtfae arid sands of Indi^to the firoste of the bear ; and, ftom 
'^ the source of the Ister, to the shores of the ooean^ so that my 
^^ inventicins and my benefits were carried into ^very region/' 

The superstition of the anllents was not satisfied by perpe- 
tuating the fiune of Isis and Osiris, but it was also necessary to 
ooncaliate the infiunous Tjrphon, known in fabulous history 
mder the name of Ffthon> whidi is only an inversion of the 
sune letters; to the former Aey ofibred sacrifices to obtain favore, 
as they did te the latter to osoape injuries. 

Ih the prcwnt dsiy Osiris is recognised by the people of 
Upper Tartary and in China as the god of heaven, and th« 
diqptaser of good; andTjf^ctai as god of the earth andiniictev 

o2 



€€ 



4i 







Ibe ftrm of an idol doatfiedl 
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a 'Ckp similar to that of 6siris, and holds With ibbth hands a 
hdsted stick adoraed with flowers, having, atone end ^a human* 
head, the symbol of roysd authority in the adottnistration of 
justice, and of the dnties of sovereigns, both poHticat'aiid dvili 
ki providing for the happiness of the sab|ect, by giviilg encoura- 
gement and proni6ting religion, arts and sciendra in their 
dominions. The male figure, with a sceptre in his hand, is 
Mercury, whom Osiris left as chi^'counsellor and ttiitiister to Isis 
dtiring his absence. This MeroAry was the celeblWed A tbo i^ 
or Copt of the Egyptians, second son of Isis and Oinrib ; A prince 
6f extraordinary pradehce and ability, knoWn amoAg Hie Greeks 
ai Thot or Thaat, l%entat by th6 andient Celts, and Mercury 
by the Latins. He founded the city and kingdoib of Thebes in 
tiiat fmrt of Egypt (which fell to his share on the monarchy 
being divided between his brothers and himself, after the death of 
their father. Mercury was the inventor or restorer of the art of 
writing by sacred hieroglyphics, the knowledge of which was con- 
fined to the priesthood alone, under pain of capital punishment 
in case of revealing the same; he also invented the common 
method, in a diflferent character, for the use of the people. 
Diodoms Siculus, in tlicf book before cited, has preserved the 
valuable inscription of Osiris, mentioned by him, and another of 
Iiris in the fi^lowin^ terms : ^* I am Isis^ queen of this country, 
*^ I had Mercury as my chief minister t no one was able to resist 
*^ the execution of my* commands. I am the -eldest daughter of 
^' Saturn, the youngest of all thegodsi sister and wife of Osirii, the 
'^ king, and mother of king Oras;^^ 

The abbate de Castres, in the fourth vol. Of his MyMogi^ 



eal pictioqary. or ^Pagan: Ages, speaks of a large copper, plate 
called the IsijEic table^ found at Rome^ in 1525, on whidi were 
engraved inany Egyptiaii gods^.imdin particular. many figures of 
Isis iftith vajripps sypibols. It was purchased by cardinal :Benibo5 
and afterwards passed into the dnke of Mantua's povsessicm, aftet 
whose 4ieath it was splendidly engraved in its full size* by Eneaii 
yico of Parqia. The plate is divided into tiiree horizontal bandfi 
which are occupied by Egypt^n deities and a great number 
of hieroglyi^ics that Pignorio, in his Mesa Isiaca» and fatbei; 
iBjrcher, in; his (Edipns JSJgyptiacns, have explained, andi I 
doubt AQit; but their e:(positions may serve to interpret the 
Egyptian figures and deities o^ the Palencian city and more 
particnlai[:ly the hieroglyphics. 

Al^bougii the figure of Votan is not found among these, yet^; 
having the fabulous history of las and Osiris fully delineatedi 
(without adverting to many other ultramarine subjects found hf 
del Rio» that will, of themselves, afibrd matter for many con^ci^ 
sive proo&)i there is a very powerful argument to remove doubts 
about the exist^Ace of a maritime commux^cation between the two 
continents ; in , the very remotest ages of antiquity; but, finding 
the duplicale figures of Votan in the attitudes; we have described^ 
and cpmbinmg the Indian laradition, tbat« ]$Iu|iez de; la Veg^ 
found verified by his disQovesy^ at llie casa lobrega, with the 
small . portion of information: this iUustriouf prel^ has ccmimu-i 
nicated, a^id: with d|e little added thereto by ^ tliepresbyiter 
Ordonez, these; arc conclusive proofe in fitvor of Votan ; the truth 
of his voyages to the old contiaent, and of ibis .being the ;first 
pq|Nia#arpf.tl^',neww<n')4<': -u.t ... • .;> -i, ■»•.. .m • 
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I repeat, let os confidently follow this ingenious historian 
and examine what he means by Culebra, and what proofs he 
gives of being Culebra. Bis words are : '^ I am Culebfa, because 
i am Chivim/' this, at first sight, appears a very short and 
inconclusive argument, but with a little study, admits of a clear 
and convincing explanation. 

Among the few writers I have consulted, in order to com* 
prehend Votan, the benedictine Calmet, in his commentaries on 
the Old Testament, has cleared the way for me, and saved much 
trouble in this work, as by diligent study and unwearied industry, 
he has collected whatever the most esteemed ancient authors 
have produced, in my opinion, as most probable. 
' Let us suppose then, with Calmet and other authors whom 
be quotes, that some of die Hivites, who were descendants iVom 
'Heth, son of Canaan, were settled on the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean sea, and known from the most remote periods under the 
name of Hivim or Givim firom which region fhey were expelled, 
some years before the departure of the Hebrews from Egypt, by 
the Caphtorims or Philistines, who, according to some writers, 
were colonists from Cappadocia, others conceiving them to be 
from Cyprus, and, more probably, according to a third opinion 
fW>m Crete, now Candia ; that, to strengthen their native countiy 
Eg3rpt,.and to protect themselves from all assault, they built five 
.strong cities, viz. Accaron,A»>tus, Ascakm and 0a2a, from whence 
.fhqr made frequent sallies upon the Canaanite towns ami all 
their sinrrounding neighbonrs, (except the Egyptians, whom they 
. always reflected,] and carried on many wars in th^ posterior ages 
,4gaiiist the Hebrews (noTe II). 
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The scriptores, Deoteronomy^ chap. 2, verse 23, and Joshoa 
chap. 13^ verse 4, inform us of the expulsion of Ihe Hivites^ 
(Givim) by the Caphtorims^ from which it appears that the latter, 
drove out the former^ who inhabited the countries from Azzah 
to Gaza. Many others were settled in the vicinity of the 
mountains of Eval and Azzah/among whom were reckoned the 
Sichemites and the Gabaonites ; the latter^ by stratagem, made 
alliance with Joshua, or submitted to him ; lastly, others had 
their dwellings about the skirts of mount Hermon beyond Jordon 
and to the eastward of Canaan. Johsua, chap. 11,3. Of these 
last were Cadmus and his wife Hermione or Hermonia, bot^ 
memorable in sacred as well as profane history, as their exploits 
occasioned their being exalted to the rank of deities, while in 
regard to their metamorphosis into snakes, (culebras) mentioned 
by Ovid, Metam. lib. 3> their being Hivites may have given rise 
to this fabulous transmutation, the name in the Phoeniciaa 
language, implying a snake, which the ancient Hebrew writo» 
suppose to have been given from this people being accustomed 
to live in caves under ground like snakes {note 12). 

Cadmus, in the opinion of Suidas, was the son of Agenor or 
Ogyges, who, according to Calmet, is the giant Og, king of 
Basan, (situated at the foot of mount Hermon) who was van-* 
qaished and slain with all his family and followers by Moses 
when he entered into the land of promise, about the year of tiie 
wotld 22a3, which agrees with 1451: of the vulgar era, and I4i7 
before Christ — We are told of his iramense stature in Denterd- 
nomy, 3,11, by tiie enormous size of faiairon bedstead, llie length of 
which is described in cubits, viz. 9 bjr 4. In the time:of iioses. 
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the succes of Cecrops, an Egyptian prince wllo, eight years 
before, had subjugated that part of Greece where he founded the 
kingdom of Athens, and considering Greece well peopled as it 
was, an object worthy of his ambition^ and the conquest of it 
within his power^ he directed his views towards Bceotia ; not at 
all intimidated by the circumstance of its being then governed 
by the valiant Draco, a son or a descendant of Mars. ^^ The 

<^ commencement of this enterprise was commensurate with his 

* 

*^ wishes; his progress was brilliant, but the 'termination 
*^ disastrous ; as it happens in small monarchies when the chie&^ 
^^ prompted by ambition and covetousness, mutually! * seek each 
'* others destruction and finally become the victims ^of the mb(^ 
" powerful/^ Calmet, lib. 1, cap. 8. .■■^ -f^ ! »; ' 

Cadmus founded the city of Thebes^ ^situated - nfear rmotint 
Parnassus, the capital of his empire, and. fortified ' .it wtth a 
citadel which he called Cadmea after his own name, .r ; ^ ; ,:; * 

The epoch of the foundation of Thebes is aicert&ined ii**iti» 

9 

one of the Parian marbles (now called the Arundel i In JauMei,; 
because the earl of Arundel, an English nobleman, at a ve^igreat 
expense, transported them to his own country) to have been in 
the sixty-fourth year of the Attican aera, indubitably coitididing^ 
with 3195 of the Julian and 1519 before the Chriistian wraij-^at 
which period Moses, was with his father in iatv; Jethr6,i illthe 
land of Madian fnof 6 14J. ; ! . t!r7.: \i 

Greece was indebted to Cadmds for the! iart; .of writings the 
cultivation of the vine, the consecration (^ itnagesytfie rigtitft: of 
sanctuary so scrupulously respected by antiquity^ and the ttee of 
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the first and true meniing -of the .wordi^>to bcr forgOtloQ ; whUft 

« 

their ownr inteisest or eon venie&ce ^ majr: have: ^Bgittfted the 
deceptibn.ouithe minds of the ra]gar» wbb,, fi»fli:i^orulce/«Q4 
simplicity, are always protte ta credit poitentbilsiiQfttltiek; mora 
partiicolaily^ 'when they tend to identify tiiediilrdcters of: their 
beloved prineeis with theii* national gloiy ; . and espcfciiAly' when 
their religion lis concerned.' 

It is also necessary to observe^ that tiie nam6s of Gadimul 
and Hermione bte hot proper to these pentons : Henhione was so 
called^from being born an Hivite ftntong thdse wfai»>dfre]t ne^ 
moimt Hermon ; while Cadmus signifies tm casterti man; c^jorii* 
who comies fironi the conntry fiitoated townrds the . east ; but this 

* * 

denomination ^was ikot indiscqyniiMitely given to^ alliOrientals^a^ 
Calmet together ^th other authors quoted by himi believes; but it 
properly belonged to the Hivites near mount Hermop, who 
were known as Kadmonites or Cedmonites, * from the- Hebr^ 
word kedem, which^ according to the interpretation of the rabbi 
Jonathan^ Genesis^ chap. 15, verse lO^.means ..east; and Calmet 
also places them in this situation. Paraphrastres of Jerasalem 
in glossing the word Heveum, chop. 10, verse 17^ of X^enesis^ is^ 
in my opinion, more correct in rendering it Tripolitanum, mean- 
ing to insinuate, as -Gal met says^ that *^ the Hebrews removed 
'' themselves to Africa, into the kingdom of Tripoli,^^ or to speak 
more accurately, to Tripoli of Syria^ a town in the kingdom of 

Tyre which was anciently, call jed Chivim • Under this, supposi- 

 ■■■■*».. 

tion^ when Votan says he 13 Culebra^ because he ijs Chivim» he 
clearly shews, that he is a Hivite origipally of Tripoli in j^yria, 



Capfsdt) del Rib, will elucidate a few historical Iragiiiaits^ 
which have been related by writers of the greatest aodiority/ 
but' arie coil^dered apocryphal by the most esteemed modern 

> ,- , . \^ *^ Tlie(medil is a concise history opthe primitive population 

I of this part of North America, and of the lentpulsion of the 

Chidietiie^eai^ fram(Amagqemecan> the Capital of which, iodu- 
bit ably WW; • die Palencian city, hitherto sought for in vain, 
eitW to' this' iidrfhward of Mexico, or in the nortb of Asia. 
This hii;t(^ry, cbmprised in so small a compass, is the best 
pahi^g^Ti^ that' li^fln be given, upon the sublime genius of its 
inventors, of whoi^ descendants^ at the time of the conquest, it 
was a ''matter ^f doubt, whether they possessed rationality or not 
— ^On one side, the first seven families to whom Votan distributed 
lands, are symbolized by seven trees ; one of them is withered, 
manifestly indicating the extinction of the family it represented ; 
at its root, there is a shrub of a different species, demonstrative 
of a new family supplying its place.^— The largest tree is a cieba^ 
wild cotton, placed in the midst of the others, and overshadowing 
them with its branches, it has a snake, Culebra, twined round 
its trunk, shewing the Hivite, the origin of all these seven 
families; and the principal posterity of Cadmus in one of them; 
it also exposes the mistake of Nunez de la Vega, in appljdng 
the symbol of the deha to Ninus (note 17 J f and more strongly 
than ever establishes the derivation of Votan and the seven 
families he conducted hither from the Culebras. The significa-^^ 
tion of the vrithered tree, the shrub at its foot, and the bird on 



65 

the top^ I shall give, when I speak of the idol Hnitzilopochtli. 
•—The reverse of the medal shews other seven trees, with an 
Indian kneeling, the hands joined, the ooontenance sorrowful, 
the eyes cast down, in the act of invoking divine help in the 
serious tribulation that afflicts him : this distress is typified by a 
crocodile on each side with open mouth, as if intent on devouring 
him.— These devices, doubtless imply the seven families of the 
Tzequiles, whom Votan says he found on his return from Valotn 
Chivim.— Although it may not be an eai^ matter to' a«ign a 
reason why each tree is expressive of eaph &mily in particular, 
it is incontrovertible, that the Mexican nation had the Opuhtia 
or Nopal, (two of them), as its peculiar device, therefore^ ; Ithe 
others might, in the same manner, have belonged to other tribes 
now unknown. An eagle, with a snake in its beak and claws, 
on the Nopal is also confirmatory of Votan's having recognised 
in the Tzequiles the same origin from the Culebras, as his own ; 
and strengthens the Mexican tradition, of his having been driven 
from Amaguemecan. 

Clavigero, in his ancient history of Mexico, vol. I,*^bbok 2, 
speaks of this kingdom and the arrival of the Chichemeeas,' at 
the dtj before mentioned, which he calls the country of '(Afiai^ 
huac and interprets the name to mean ** the place of the waters*'^ 
he says their native country and principal city was named 
Aioaguemecan, a word implying the same meaning as Anahuad, 
where, according to their own account, many kings of their 
nation had reigned. (Torquemada says,, he founds from the 
Mexican written and oral histories, that there had existed three' 
kings of AmaguemiBfoaQ.v*^ nf ; 



66 

^e;t;nM)itio«s f|lIiNiled<tgi&7 T4rqadina4fl» veeta^ «»i|)e cqhh 
fiimAtion from Captain ^$|^iQf«S«ep<>Rt, m whicb>hQ^%^e fautuL 

mtheeorridor.QfabnikliDg, (callieclby ^im the gr^at hoii»% tCvim 
graiwfe, in the Falenciui city)« three .crowned huaiaB headsi c^ 
in 8tQn^$ and connected.vfitb,;the;84bie,,by:a Jin^pmceeding 
from the hinder part, there w«re . .fi|^ure$ repretH^nj^ng- different 
«ttbjects.-mln this . BiBAter tibe antients ui^ed .to id^anitii^-tjbeii! 
sov^fdgns ; and; Jn $tiU more cewpte period^ thfeir.d^tfifrTlt' 
is knpwn beyond .tibie possibility of doijtbt^ that, i»ith«f eac^iagc^a 
of pagMiism,. tJieidoU.wero r^preionted by/^mbolsvQt-.'syiolMir 
Uoal %tii!e8 only ; .ntilil in Hhe (t>Urs^, of iSnie, gwiMotijgAnd 4h«i 
8CQlplnKi6 of fac^man 6gni:es ^ere intcisNbieed,. and a^qwrilrds 
gfOitly impcoVed >y IMMJns q{ Grete.^Xhw», fi»r#»eijyii a 
MeHtlKas ^.synonymy of Neplbtne, nntil ^the iai|>roiv«id art of 
desigmition plaoed a hoaiati bead bei<>re it; ft shield; ^^f %\fl9k 
indimted Heronks; a sWord or a shield Mir»( iSo t^|it'jff»<^ 
dotty or demi-^od* ^,as .known by his appA^pnlute^jlibol. ^ 

The Mexicans followed this method to eKpFfVVS the;n9fn#B(0if 
their kvngs.iind troDsmit the rem^mbiwwe m^ libe^ to^po^rity, 
and, in ao doin^ they n$ed the sfuni? means of : des^HpiUon ibi^ 
they had been taught by their Ancie^to.rs from ^tbe toild oontiiekenjfc. 
Clavigero has given, in bis second volttme>'|JQrtrait$.0fltbe bmo 
monwchs who occnpied the Me^iiqan: thronis. . Tho' fint was 
44!aniapitaan,jrepresented by a crowned h^fkdtrtotii^^iQalfiidorfMDt 
of vrhidi, Joined by a line, isthe device of aibandigrasfiingMiaie' 
reeds, becanse tbe nam/e Acamiqiitzin: signiftes ** ;onieM#ho4:lias 
** Ritds in Jiis handf"*^The second ^tw. H4itsilihmtb,.' vbot Ind 
for his device, the small bird called cAi^fNSjllpffaf :0)r;i#ftiymiM^£ 



(tlie humming bird), vrith one of its feathers in its beak ; 
lifauitb, meaning a chupaflore's feather. The third Cfaimalpo^ 
poca had a shield emitting smoke; his name, by interpretation, 
is '* a smoking shield/' The fourth Itzcoate, a snake armed 
with small lances, the itzli stone ; the name implying ^* snake 
armed with itzli,'' — and in like manner for the others; 

Another important monument, still more clearly elucidating 
the Mexican tradition and Torquemada's story of the kings of 
Ainaguemecan, is 'the tower discovered by del Rio in the court- 
yard of the great temple : ^^t^ consists of three stories or floors, 
which was beyond a doubt the sepulchre of the three kings.; He 
found the entrances to the tower stopped up, and having ordered 
some of them to be opened, was surprised to see the interior 
filled with loose sandy earth, but knew not from what cause, 
being unacquainted with the practices of the Americans ; and he 
was still more surprised on finding an interior wall connected 
with that of the exterior. The supposition to be dravmn from such 
a circumstance, is, that for the purpose of raising the third story, 
for the sepulchre of the last king, the directors of the work, found 
it necessary to give a more extended circuit to the building, and 
therefore, devised the expedient of strengthening it by an 
outward wall, and perhaps, with the intention of continuing 
other stories as cemeteries for future kings, until the whole Bh<HiW 
have attained a very considerable altitude. 

In the small turrets on the top of the tower, Rio found two 
stones embedded in the walls : oh' these were sculptured two 
fetiiale figures with extended anris, each supporting an infiint ; 

I 
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this dfcnflistahiGe appeairs to point out the buriell places of two 
queensj Or two young princesses, or perhaps of both. ()f thes^ 
figures he took drawings, but they are imperfect, as the faces 
had disappieared beneath the mouldering touch of time. 

Combining then the tradition of the Mexicans, as related 
by all writers on their history, respecting their kingdom of 
Amaguemecan, f their having been three Chichemecau kings ; 
of their expulsion from thence, as nrentioned by TorquemadiaL and 
confirmed hy del Rio's account of the three crowned headt, 
accompanied by devices similar to those used by the Mexicans to 
represent their toveifeigns ; the tower divided into three portioi^s, 
in- each of which was deposited the body of a king : keeping 
ateo undei' consideration Votan's history , and that, so ingeniously 
shewn by the medal ; all these cii^cumstances united tend to 
demonstrate, by evidence, as clear as evidence can prove, that the 
kingdom of Amaguemecan was situated in the present province 
^f Chiapa ; and that all the writers^ who have embraced the 
opinion that it existed in the North of America or in Asia, have 
continued in 6rtor. — ^They may have been misled by discovering 
in some aCooiints, that the Chich^mecas and other tribes came 
from the northward to possess themselves 6f the kingdom of the 
Ttlltecas^ which had been nearfy depopulated by the plague ; they 
i^pear however to have 'overlooked the information they might 
have acquired, or perhaps did acquire, that 
of America came from the eastwani ; that they proceeded fh>m 
the eastern part to the northward^ and again deseended theUce ; 
or, more probably, from carelessness of jfesearch than fironir 



fi9 

a total want of information, which, how slender soever it 
might have been> their curiosity shonld have prompted them to 
examine thoroughly. 

Of this historical fact, Herman Cortes obtained intelligence 
from the Emperor Moetezuma himself, almost immediately after 
his arrival: the information was confirmed in a most solemn 
manner when Moetezuma and the nobles of his empire assembled 
to swear homage to the monarch of Spain, Charles V ; Cortes 
however supposing Moetezuma was mistaken, paid no attention 
to his account : he was himself deceived, and continuing in this 
belief, has been the cause of succeeding writers perpetuating the 
error, if I may be permitted to speak so decisively. — In order 
however to fix the reader's attention to what I have here asserted, I 
shall introduce, literally, the twodiscourses of Moetezuma asCortes 
communicated them to his Majesty Charles V, in his first letter, 
dated October 30, 1520. — This, with several other letters, notes 
and documents, was reprinted at Mexico in 1770, by order of 
Don Francisco Antonio Lorenzana, at that time Archbishop of 
Mexico, afterwards Archbishop of Toledo, and subsequently 
raised to the dignity of a Cardinal. 

*' It is,'^ said Moetezuma to Cortes, ^^ now many days since 
^* our historians have informed us, that neither my ancestors, nor 
'^ myself, nor any of the people who now inhabit this country 
'\ are natives of it ; we are strangers and came hither from very 
^' distant parts ; they also tell ns, that a Lord to whom all were 
'' vassals, brought our race to this land and returned to his 
'' native place. That after a long time, he came here again and 
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*^ found that those whom he had left were married to the women 
of the country, had large families, and had built towns in which 
they dwelt. He wished to take them away, but they would 
not consent to accompany him, nor permit him to remain here 
as their chief; therefore he went away. That we have always 
'^ been assured his descendants would return to conquer our 
country and reduce us again to his obedience. You say yon 
come from the part where the sun rises, we believe and hold to be 
true the things which you tell us of this great Lord or King who 
sent you hither; that he is our natural Lord, particularly as 
** you say that it is very many days since he has had notice of us. 
Be therefore sure we will obey you, and take you for our Lord 
in the place of the good Lord of whom you tell us. In this 
there shall be neither failure. nor deception; therefore, command 
**■ according to your will in all the country, that is, in every part 
^^ I have under my dominions; your will shall be obeyed and 
^' done ; all that we have is subject to whatever you may please 
** to command. You are therefore in your own country, in your 
^^ own house; rejoice, and rest from the fatiguesof your journey, 
** and the wars you have been engaged in/^ He continued to 
say many other things which I omit as being irrelevant. 

In another discourse Moetezuma said to the chiefs and 
Caciques, whom he had convoked in presence of Cortes and 
himself: — " My brothers and friends, you already know, that 
*' your grand-fathers, your fathers and yourselves, have been, and 
" are the vassals of .my ancestors and myself; by them and by 
^^ .me you have always been honoured and well treated; you 
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have uniformly performed every thing that good and loyal 
subjects are bound to do for their natural Lords. I believe 
** also, you have heard from your predecessors, that we -are not 
*^ natives of this country ; that they came from a far distant land ; 
" that they were brought hither by a Lord who left them here, 
^' and to whom all were subject. A long time after, this Lord 
came again and found that our grand-fathers had married with 
the women of this country, had settled and peopled it with a 
*^ numerous posterity, and would not accompany him back to 
his country, or receive him here, as the chief of this- He then 
went away, saying he would return with, or send such a 
power as should overcome them and reduce them to his service. 
'^ You well know we have always expected him, and according 
^^ to the things, which the Captain has told us, of the King who 
^^ sent him to us, and from the part he says he comes from, I 
think it certain, and you cannot fail to be of the same opinion, 
that this is no other than the chief we look for, particularly, as 
^^ he declares that, in the place he comes from, they have been 
*^ informed about us. As our predecessors did not do what they 
" ought to have done by their chief, let us do it, and let us give 
^^ thanks to our gods that, in our time has cOme to pass the event 
^^ which has been so long expected. As all this is manifest to 
** all of you, much do I entreat you to obey this great king 
*' henceforward as you have hitherto obeyed and esteemed me as 
" your lawful Sovereign, for he is your natural Lord, and in his 
*" place I beseech you to obey this his great Captain/^ 

He proceeded by desiring that such tributes and services as 
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i^iad lumally been pfiid to ^nd perfooned for him^ should in fatore 
be transferred to Cortes as the representative of their J^iog ; 
faying^ that he wouldhimself pay contributions to him^ and^erve 
him in whatsoever he should command. 

The assembled chiefs confirmed the tradition, and replied, 
'^ that they had always considered him as their Lord» and were 
^^ bound to perform whatever he should command them, and^ 
^^ for this reason, as well as for the one he had just given tbem^ 
" they were content to do it/^ (Let this expression, they were 
cop tent, &c. be noted.) All this, says Cortes, passed before a 
notary who reduced it to the form of a public act, and £ 
required it to be testified as such in the presence of many 
fp^niards. 

Cortes^ wishing to keep Moetezuma in the error which he 
supposed him to have fallen into, says in his first letter : — ^' I 
'/ Teplied to all he had said in the way most suitable to myself^ 
^' especially^ by making him believe your Majesty to be the 
^/ C^hief whom they have so long expected/^ 

;It is surprising that the unvaryipg tradition of the first 
occupiers of America^ having come from the east, should not have 
been examined or attended to by Cortes, and that it should |iave 
be^n unobserved by subjsequent writers^ and by the introduc^on 
of the following notes into the republication of Moetezmna's 
4M<^puTses, is not less astonishing. '^ T^e Mexicans, by tradi- 
tion, came from the nothem parts of the province of Quivira, 
and the particular places of their habitations are known with 
^^ certainty ; this affords an evjdent proof that the conqpest of 
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^* the Mexican empire was adrieved by the Taltecas or people 
^^ of Tula which was the capital. This was an erroneous 
belief of the Indians^ becatise they came from the north ; but, 
had they proceeded from the peninsula of Yucatan it might, 
with truth be said, that they came from the east, with respect 
to Mexico. In the whole of this discourse, Cortes obviously 
took advantage of the erroneous notions of the Indians/^ 
The natives were not mistaken, but Cortes was in error 
from disregarding their traditions, which, to say the least, he 
ought to have kept in recollection and carefully examined 
when a little industry would most unquestionably hav6 satisfied 
him; but, as it was known on the other hand, that the 
Mexicans and other nations, occupying the desolated king« 
dom of the Tultecas, descended from the nothem regions, he 
took no pains to search out from whence and in what manner 
they came. This negligence of Costes, occasioned the error in 
authors who wrote after him; and it arose principally from 
their not having attended to the tradition of the few existing 
testimonies of the Tultecas, Chiapanecos and Yucataneses, and 
the few historical fragments produced by writers of the greatest 
authority on the other continent, who have been similarly con- 
temned, by the most celebrated modem authors. 

The Indians carefully preserved the remembrance of their 
origin, and of their ancestor's early progress lirom the voluntary 
or the forced abandonment of Palestine on the ingress of the 
Hebrews; but these incidents have been, in my opinion, 
erroneously interpreted by authors.— I will here introdnce w9iat 



€€ 
€€ 
€€ 



it 
ti 



64 

the advocate Joseph Antonio Gonstantini advances on this 
sabject. In the second volume of his Critical LetterSy^ in that 
entitled on the Origin of the Americans, he says: " We are 
^^ indebted to Gemelli for some valuable information which he 
obtained^ during his residence in Mexico, from Don Carlos de 
Siguenza y Gonzora, into whose possession it came, as being 
testamentary executor of Don Juan de Alva,' a lineal descen- 
" dant from the king of Tezcuco who received it from his 
'• ancestors : this is^ therefore, the most authentic document 
which Gemelli procured^ and he has carefully preserved it in 
his sixth volume by a plate. This engraving displays a table 
or itinerary, on which are delineated the voyages of their 
^^ progenitors who peopled Mexico ; it consists of different circles 
^^ divided into an hundred and four signs, signifying 104 years, 
^^ which they say their forefathers spent in their several domi- 
** ciles, before ; they reached the lake of Mexico ; there are 
^^ numerous and various representations of mountains, trees, 
*^ plants, heads of men, animals, birds, feathers, leaves, stones, 
and other objects descriptive of their different habitations, and 

« 

the accidents they met with^ but which^ at present, cannot be 
" understood/' 

This itinerary I have never had ian opportunity of seeing, 
although -very desirous of obtaining that advantage, nor the 
book which Botturini says was written by the celebrated Mexican 
astronomer Hueraatzin and called by him Teomoxtli: the ditine 
book ; wherein, by means of certain figures, he shews the ori^n 
of the In4ians> their dispersion after the separation of nationa 
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Bobseqneiit to tke confosioii of tdngueis^ Hieir wandering, their 
€nt sefttlettietit in America, and the fbandation of ih^ kingdom 
of Tola, (ivihichr I siispect frotn the mistakes of ' wHters/ is not 
that of Amaguemeicati), and their proj^ress down 16 his' time, 
these incidents appear to be the same as those which happened 
to the Canaanites generally, and to the Hivites iil particalat 
along the whole coast of Africa, until their passing ihto 
America and arrival at the lake of Mexico. The hundred and 
four years of domicile described by him were in Africa, and not 
for the space of one year each, but of many yeai%, ^tocording to 
the exigence of circumstances in the progress of population ; for 
it is evident the peopling of the earth after the general' disper- 
sion of the human race, advanced but slowly, as colonies could 
not be settled without surmounting great difficulties in clearitig 
the ground from trees and thickets which ^vered it in every 
part. This was boring the ground, in the meaning of Yotan, 
when he says^ he went by the road that his ancestors the €u1e- 
bras had formerly bored. 

Calmet, in his dissertation on* the country to which' the 
Canaanites retired when they were expelled by Joshua, concurs 
in affirming this to be true. ^ 

This enlightened writer, after relating varioiis opinions 
^wbich he proves to be ill-founded, says, the one most generally 
>T?ceivedy most consonant with truth, and also confomrable to 
•the Oemarra Hierosolemitana, is that which supposes the 
Canaanites-'Weni into Africa: H« adda that Procopius, lib. 2, 
^ja^. 10, ef tbe Yandftlie Win-i ^ys-they first fi«d into Egypt, 
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when ihey encreasodf ia npmberi and then pursued their 
coarse to the i!emo|)est regions of Africa ; they bailt many cities, 
spread themselves over ike adjacent coantries, ocupying nearly 
all the tract that ' extends tcf the columns of Hercules, and 
retained their ancient language, ^although in some 4egr6e cor- 
rupted. To support this opiuipQ, he adduces a ntonument 
erected by this natioQ, which was found in the city of Tangier: 
it consisted of two columns of white marble, with this inscrip- 
tion in Fhcenician characters^ ^/ We are t^e dkildren of those 
»  » . 

who fled from the robber JesuSi the son of Nave, and here found a 

• 1,1.. ■<.■•• * *.• » 

safe retreat {note IS). 

These columns may very possibly be the marks that Yotan 
says he lelpt behii|d him on the road that his ancestors hid 
bored ; but j^ey were cpnsidered Apochyphal by Fe}goo, from 
the expression Qf the ipsQfiption, that, Jesus or Joshua was the 

I. 

SOI), of Nave, where as it is stated in the scriptures^ that he was 
the son of Nun ; it seems therefore to have escaped Feyjoo^s recaol- 
lection that Joshua is indiscriminately called the son Navt or Of 
Nun in .different places of Holy Writ. 

Although we cannot fix to a certain epoch the tinle of the 
Canaanites occupying the coasts of AfriGl^ inasmuchfUs it did 
not take place at one period, but gradually, as they found 
themselves oppressed by the Hebrew wars; and because many, of 
the Hivites, as we have already said, abandoned their dwellings 
before Joshua entered Palestine {note 19). There is no doubt 
that ail these colonies existed prior to the Trojan war, because 
Greeks returning from thence found that ever^r part of the coast of 



Of 

« 

Ainoa. wheMitihey^ landed had' beienidna^pto^ tiie 

Phoaudanit On this. p6mt the Greek ' and Latin writers agree^ 

« 

acGordidg ^to the .testimoiiy «<^ Bochart in bid wwrk entiiled 
Ganaair ; and of Homing on tbe origin of dM people bf Americia. 
Uhi,2y cap^ 3^ 4 : quoted by^ Calmet^ 

The fsem of the TVojan <war is fixed at two fanndred and 
forty yean after the death of Joshua. Taking this for granted/ 
and comparing. the fpoch' when the aforesaid dolonies were 
estafaUsbed in Africa^ with -that which I shall prese^lSy isiie^ 
concerning .the foundation «of the first 'Colony in Ameriida by 
the grand^fotb^ of Toian^ it will clearly appear, that, eadi^'of 
the hundred and foor sigii»l» the ifineravy of Gemelli does iM 
oonrespond with a reridence tif one year> but ^ matfy. > ^ 

. i >. This itinerary^ supposed by many hisitorians as ap p e rt a itring 
to Asia, or the hdthem parts of America; bad been the meMA 
c£. ■Magmeuting our- historical dinonlties so mnch, - -that we 
enooabter nothing lint confiidion, dovAvtsitad ■qaeries>:-Ai8-wiIl 
be oeea by pefenring loathe woiksof ^Clavigero, Torqnemada aiid 
all others who haine treated en this snbjiect. It neverlheliess oota- 
tons'- tho' narratiTe. of Votan and - tiho suppositions I have 
frentured to msdie as will hereafter -appear^ . 

i' tit Ab'^U bai been idready prated -that Valnm Ghlrmi/ where 
Ydtan '■  landed ti| . bis Ibbr voyages to Ae • old - oontibent, is 
TVip«li:i»i Syria; it ls>now i4quiriCe to exiiaiine^bat^was tife 
8ifoaik»n«f<V«lam^oitab,:'frfimiv^e<iGe)^ef^ ideplBrtnre. 

^ iU In-otfdisr toidisens» ttls-iW^pbrih^i' qiMlHoti;' ^hi^ii wO) hai^ 
UMieieot of dMwit% filob '^ iAipttll«^ ^Miboiekfi&A tiikldertt&tty, 
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inU»whfcb .tim$i{an4ni!e|roltttioAs!«{iob the 'old oontineiit, have 
plnoged HiMie : : ilusto^oal . I reodrda : tiiat renhained in < aacieiit^ 
traditions; jW€ ^lall j derive sufficient asiostance from Calmet in 
his dissertations before inieA.tioned> relative =to the coontrv Ht^ 
which the'^Canaanites^ when, exp^elled by Joshua and the JudgcJtJl 
his saccessors took^refuge^ as also fronai the exoellence of the 

VIA ^This celebmted writer ; recites, the opinions of; the most 

claswc Qftjtfaors. on ith^ discovery of 'America, : and the origiii<tf> 

itjslinhabitaptSi to which, however^ the does not always assent, ^ 

imdiiaiiipngtlliem produces that of Homius^ who, supported by the* 

authority pf Strobo,; a^qis, as certam, thieit voyages from Africa^ 

and Spain into the Atlantic ocean w^re,: both frequent! and cele^^ 

lu^te^fuMiugfrcmSi^xa^p; that Eudoxios mailing from the AMbian 

gi^pjij^:to;Ethippia and India found >the prow oi a ^At/iothatxhad^ 

bjBjen wcecked, which^ from having t)M head of a horse carved* 

qn it, he knew belonged to a Phoenidan bark, and * some Gadif>^^ 

t^mericbaa:^ delared it tP have been a. fishing vessel : Laertiuir 

rje^tes nearly , the same circumstance.^ JBlomiussays (continues: 

Qalmet^) that^ in very remote ages, thriee voyages were made tot 

America, the first by jthe Atlantes or descendants of Atlas^ who^ 

gave his name to the Ocean anid. the islands Atlantides; this name 

l^ato^ appears to havje Jeamejd firom the Egyptian priests, the^ 

^peral Custpdes: of an0quily>. i • The second voyage, menlMiied 

by H^o^ius, is given on, the authority ;pf .DiqdPms Sicalus, lib.* 6^ 

q^..;W^ where he say:!^; The Phcentcians* having' paned the 

cc^lo^a o^ <Herj?ttles, and, being Unp^^ ,b^ -the vidence ciihit 



ifHiifLtabAiidtiied^eiiiieliocs to its • ifoi^, abd> altet" ei^|klfllB^ll|; 
liten^ terapfst^y were tfavowtt npoii: -ah i^lttiiil^n^'l^ 
oeemj tdisteivk many Aays tuivigatioa to^bei 'W^A:wktA 91I ikitf ^oldt 
of Lybia; which island, possessiii^-aiertile Mili < ftttfd ^tiahrigatblfe 
n<ref8, aad thmre were largb Iniildings npon it. . Th^ ^poti Kf this 
•dncbyeiyisfKm spread athong thedarihttginiaASviBd ROina^ this 
J Ki mo r being harassed hy die wStrs of tiie: latter; )and"diti pe<^^ 
i^ Manritama j teiit a e^lony to that isknd with' 'g^t'^iiefit^ty^, 
:&at^'«ii ihee¥eBt«f bang<oyericoaie bylibeir eiie^les;*1ii^ ttlii|^ht 
^os8(iss4l)pl«eeof>8afe'retreat (ti9le 20). -< : i i>:' ^ v^ ^.' 
Uk >atiother place, Cahnet in€rodaces ^is passi^^' of'BidA'b^ 
ni^ more. in detail^ «aying, tiMittheIHiafnician»^]iaviilg*f^tHinied 
fitNU the island, so highly extolled its beairty iknd'oiMdeiMfrlM to 
lns^mre4he.iBonuaiswitb« desire of making tbetthiekefii iudstiM 
of k and settling aool^y there. • 41ms 3>evpleared the*' €lit<ljag^ 
nians, who' began to 'few: thek'obmitrynicu >#OB!d''be' eil#> 
mouied;^ 'a fertility sdmn^ p'ild9e<]^ and' iibanioin ^theSr' naii¥^ 
soil to setfle tihere.- They: viewed it <>oii>{fh« oiber' h^nd, as a 
■afe refuge in ihe erekit of anty nnforeseenr oalainity; bt/ if thl»r 
jS<^blie ill ADrica should f&U, to which,' as being masters pf the 
sea»>ihe^;vGo«ld easily retire to seewe themiehrtis- and 'fiMiMki, 
m<»e: especially as t|ie ' region > w«s imiluioimt' to oAeirfusitkms 
dMe 2l).'> : Aristofle, boDtinnes'^ Calmel^ in 'bis^ boek^i«f 
"itonderAil things, ^ieakmg of >tliis%kuld, say^^ the Blagitotttfes 

^iOartfaqgd ha!rM«:;ol^flein»icd:<iiaiiiBa9y<>f '<fal^'«it^ Who 
had untertaken the Toyage thiii|es» i^had nbt'Tet6r*«ftdnpreS» 
Jhibitedy voii&t Hke pemdty <Mf capital pwushmeii^ -aiy ICirther 
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emigra^Qyi* j m^ ;qTidere4. t}ioi0 who had remaiaed theee to 
•I19^l?9wt<> ^ir: i<!^)Wtr3r» feanngt thgit as! soon as the afiair. cAwold 
Jie, ]^i]^9*tin»x Sff^ox oatioius would endjeavoui* to estaHish tbcfo a 
peaceable .aMQDiverpe (no^ . 22). . . : ./ ^ J...t . 

:, ,T}\^^pth«r ^voyaggv^ the Atldntip:.Spd£en oi bviiCalraiet 
;ii:fU3 ai^ericn; to.tfc^ 'pt^eedhiS^, and is Ihat atlribated ioY'Heiv 
€ale9» 39!ho iftthe Ro^poiaed' author • of ,<&e Gaditaoiahbdomos 
fM^d whoQi.,C|>.aU€io^. ranked as ooiiteoiporary with MoMi^iaad'dbief 
of Jljbe Qanaa^ites! whoi^ilefik l^alestioe onr UkA iuvasioD ctf Jfeshaa': 
this hero, had the snmao^ke MikgQsuios, derived firom^the Cfaal- 
diSiMI'.WOld QoQZf aignifyiog to scratch- and byiinetaf^re to 
]>a8Si(-jifo<ii whieh roott.sMpd and fords of rivers faro' oaUed 
Megvtn^JW;^.Cfaaldaicidioiii<;- of bis iSea .Voyages,ii there 
;^i8^ a' ! :i'!estige Jb the tovra of WestGappeUtintheSBlatEt^af 
^alp})flreqi.i.it was thepaiilting.of a. s^pand h.ericapttun, ivh* 
.was represented, at aOi, advanced, age* the foneputoaf/'hi^head 
.|^]d,iand Jtii^ ]&ce: tanned by the aun; he was. worshipped assa 
i^eity ^lAitemfie in^the-sanietownV and sacrifices^ according to 
i^ci JPhG^iciaKifit^t wena offisted.io: him {Mie.flS)* Theare w«re 
<inf4)y;.;Olhf9r |biei^e€Ssv of this . name ; but nb writer has decided 
wiheflN^r to MagusaAos' or one. of his desceadauts^ at wfaeflier to 
,Hi , P^omciiin disUngnished byr> the same appellation, ife are>>to 
;attitete the: naidgation of the Atlantic. , Certain howe^r, U is, 
4hat DiodOmA . s^peaks , of a ^Heriol^ who sailed round die' world 
and who lAMmded ithie ci^.of Letita in Septimaais; but i4d wHiSer 
haapoiBAediOutita sitodtiQn(Jt9^ 24).':' ^c'' " '-'' ■■•■H'- 1"><' 
 Wilh: how imileh' reason i^as due prize anFavded tb^that>ybiitig 
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prineeiiof .ihe wfyal ho'nse of Dionrid, ^wlio iniiiite&ed^ ' when 
dispoting '.in tBe icoiigvegs of wise men m«NlaiMeii ^by^ kiftg 
Abaaoeras,- 'Hiat frath is the most irresislible'^ft' <Aj«t ietin 1)6 
be8towefd;:for the power of the most dbBolutet-4n4nsrehyi Hit 
fltlisiolftting effects of the most genereos-whie/ neik^ tlfe 'tMinsici^- 
dant diaciaui of the most bewitching beanty^ are n^t ' sntici^itiy 
strong .^rabdtae it.' •  ' -•' '*•'» ^ ■-" '■''■' ' ---••'•^ 

' Hub odhicid^noe in the memorials of the writers ' ^ the old 
ooiitindnt, whom I have just mentioned* with ' tiie"tnidit^,'tt 
ihtrodnefed in Mocteznmi^s two disoonvses, ^at ihe • M ie^cniik 
canke originally from the east; with the'nai>ratiire of TotinyWitll 
file inGidehts oommemorated by the medal/ wvfii the t^epoftoC 
Captain del Rio, and with the figures of the ultramarine deitiet I^ 
and Osiris dcetched by him in the temple of the 'Faleaeian city, 
form altogether such an irrefragable body of erideiiee ^ il% 
almost impossible to discredit. Ukai. riev<A«tioa Of llgeS hiu^' beeil 
the parent of an error among niodern writiirii;^ttld ^^ti^ti tendered 
the troths of the m<n« dassic ant»Hiii p^lMUElttteil, bectense the 
h^r have not been studied 'with MliBdis^t^^iir^ by their succes^ 
sors; but time itself now stepsf 'm to vindieate their- credit^ and 
becomes* an - incontrovertit»e evidence 'iMF the' aHsSitf o^' these 
slighted and discredited narfHtiT^: ! .: :: '^o r-n^ . :; 
' To cioiinect the viirious inddentsl hav<^ Adddd^d, it will n<^ 
benieoessafy to examine the perioils ol^ the eve^tli harrated, and 
inquire in which of the voyages, already mentioned, iOi^ popu- 
lation of America had its beginnings; akkd in what part, and at 
what time, the ancestors of Votan colonised it, and who these 
anoeiston were. 
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T^e, fii^t iroyage .was tkit o^ Atlas was the smi 

ojf Japetus btoiher to Satorh, andcoustn to Jdpiter^ whOa in 
the war whicb tlie latter waged agaidst his father Saturn and his 
ancles! the litaQs, inade himself master of the frontiers of Africa ; 
Atlas wd Jupiter were therefore cdntemporaries : the reign laX the 
latter is : supposed^ by many .ancient historians, . to . have been 
coeval with that of Belus king of Assyria ; bat this sup(>08ition 
deterttiines . nothing with certainty, on account of the difficulty 
wMch . iexists in attempting to ascertain th« plrecise epoch: when 
;t)ie Assyrian empire commenced; The abbe Lenglet, after mtich 
l!e$earcbr/d^oides it to have been: one thousand eight hundred 
years prior to ^tbe. christian SBra. See his work, 8vo. edit, torn il, 
^hapv12. 

It will be pertinent to our enquiry^' to introduces a brief 
sketch of Jupiter's ^eneal<^y from the detailed aiccount of him 
in the above named part of: the Abba's work. 

The descjepdantsi of Magog, the second son of Japetus, formed 
at the^ earliest (Nsrip^ Sla^ian, Celtic^ and Scythian nations^ 
apd sub9i^qn^tly.the;Tai;t$^rs. and the Moguls ; they rematHbd 
but a short time in the country where they settled, after Hie 
general . disper^ipi^ ; but, , pyerrunning Awiiisa, they occupied 
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the best and most fertile parts of the country^ as Strabo inffft'iiis 
us, lib. 2 : Sacud optimam Armeniicd partem joccuparmUk Not 
content with this excellent location/ their restless disposii^oo 
and warlike spirit, keeping thein unsettled/ they ispread bvek; tbfr 
western part of Asia^ then calledjAsiaf-n^inpr^ and now Aniklalias 
they then took possesi^op of C^ppadocia, and' purouidgtb^ir 
course along the shores of the Euxine, now the Bl^ck. S^^as built 
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% city of ^cinoak; iii that |>M boondM by ttte nT«ra TUertno-^ 
don tkud Xvis*; they afterwards bailt another in Phtrygia, whic^they 
also named alitor Acmon the son of Menes, v^iom Stephanas Bjrzaieifi 
tinns, in his explanation .otHte word' Ateitaonifi, flffirm^ tb ImW 
been their obkf in. the -first mvasion. A«ttiOh met.a violent dea& 
by his eager pdrsait after wild beasts^atid was placed aniiMI^ 
tfae gods to eternize his mbralv political and military TiKoes; he 
was worshipped as a supreme beings wider llie appellation ^ 
the moH hl^h; woods were consecrated to hiin^ and (sacrifice 
celebrated in honour. of him, as we^are told by Sanchoniaihon 
in ^ EusebiMg^ lib. de PtepanUione evm^liea Uraniu$, that his 
eldest 8OB9 was the brother' and husband of Titeca from whonf 
sprang the Titans so ^well known in history for their extrebrdi* 
nary strength and prowbsa '{notefiS}.^ Uranius iraeceeded his 
fiither in the empire which he greatly extended, and even exiidled 
him iahis lArtues and valour. His attadiment.to the science of 
astoanckny and his continually ktudying ibe movementsj; revolu-^ 
tionsidnd influence of the heaveoly bodies; obtained for him the 
suilNime of iCoelus, while Titeca received that of Terras their 
desberidaiitsr availed* themselves q€ these appellatioBs> conceal^ 
their origin, being in coHHDon with all mortals, und takings 
advaatige ! of . circumstances^ ^catased themselves to be adoiow- 

« 

lci^ed/andl«lieyedilfy: the piBoj[»le» who feared them under th^ 
higb>seoBdkig{tit]e of fhe sons 'of heaven and earth'. '■■.■'•■ 
/!.; Tlfe sdn^.-ef/.Ufvnias w»re Trtturas/ Oceioiosi Hypericon, 
Japetns or Jajihetuii the £idlier> : of) Adas, and Satnihias the 
youngest . > o^-. all : > 1 JFranins / sUmioveriHlg  .that : bis mms were 
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conspiring to rebel against him^ caused them all to be seizedj; 
except Oceanos who refused to join his brothers in the revolt, 
but Saturnus, encouraged and aided by his mother Titeca, set 
them at liberty, aiid they, in gratitude, placed him on the thrMie, 
by dispossessing their father, who died a few yean .after, borne 
down by, age and sorrow. 

Saturn, according to Diodorus, lib. 3; married- his sister 
Khea, )b(at fearing the imprecations his fiithei: had fiilminated 
against him, and the prediction^ that, one of his children should 
treat him in the manner he had used his father^ he caused all his 
offspring to be incarcerated «s soon as they were bora, but-ihey 
were [[educated in a manner suitable to their rank ; which gave 
rise to the fable of his having devoured them. 

Rhea exasperated, by her husbmd^s cruelty, was dexterous 
enough to rescue hor youngest son Ju|nter, and had him 
educated secretly by the Curetes in the island of Crete. Th^ 
Curetes were descended from a brother of Uranius to whom he 
confided the goverament of Crete, which had jurt been subdnedi 
This Govenor, at his death, left ten sons who were called Curetei^ 
aiid became celebrated from the order of priesthood which they 
exercised on mount Ida for many ages. 

The Titans, mortified that Saturn diould reign aUme te 
their exclusion, revolted several times and ultimalely succeeded 
in getting both him and Rhea into their power; bu^ as soon aa 
Jupiter got intelligence of his parent's captivity^ he speedily 
equipped a force and hastening from Crete to their Msistasije ; 
having obtained a complete victory over the insurgent^ he set 



tbem ailiberty, replaoed themon the tilroiie^ and then reCaraed 
to Cf«te. 

The suspicion of Saturn encreased as he advanced in years, so 
that he eveiy day grew iiior« fearful of his father's menace, and as 
the (Oracle which he consulted, advised him to be upon his guard 
in respect of his youogest son, he plotted against Jupiter's life, 
who, more by strati^em than force, contrived io defeat many of 
the madiinations by which his existence was menaced, and 
continued to treat his fattier with filial respect ; till at length he 
was forced, in self-defence to come to an open rupture with him, 
after a sanguinary contest compelled him, with such of the 
Titans as escaped widi tfieir lives, to retreat into Italy. Saturn 
found an asylum with /anus king of Latium, but not thinking 
himself secure as Jupiter continued in pursuit, and extended 
his conquests to the extremities of Spain, he retired to Sicily, 
where he soon died oppressed by misery and old age. History 
tells Qs, that the place of his sepulchre was long remembered ; 
and venerated by his subjects for many ages^ 

Jupiter lived an hundred and twenty years^, and reigned 
after the defeat of the Titans sixty-two years vnth great glory : 
he died in Crete where his sepulchre remained for centuries near 
Gnossa> one of the principal cities, and had honours paid to it. 

H(s heroism raised him to the highestpitch of admiration ; he was 

• • • 

not only e^talted over all mortals but elevated to the dignity of a 
god, considered superior to all those who had preceded him, 
and extolled as tlie fiither and king of all the deities. 

Neither Irom Atlas then, nor fivmany of his posterity could 
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Vofim derive his origin, for thisreason, among many othera,'that 
I omit in order to avoid fatiguing the reader, that the Atlantide^ 
were not of the race of the Culebras. . 

Votan's family must, therefore, besought for among some of 
the maritime heroesof succeeding ages. It could not have been irom 
any one of the Phoenicians in the second voyage that has, foeeb 
described, since they found large houses on theidand, consequerft- 
ly it must have been peopled long before fheir arrival, and if 
we examine attentivf^ly the time at whkh this voyage could have 
been made, it will appear to be long subsequent to the period of 
which Votan speaks in his history. At the time Diodorus 
alludes to, the Republic of Carthage was in the zenith of its 
splendour, for it was then able to intercept the expedition .sent 
against the island by the Romans, with the intention of estab** 
lishing their dominion in the same. This epoch must have beeii 
a little prior to the first Punic War; the commencement of the 
kingdom of Amaguemecan was at some period during the 
progress of that contest ; this kingdom was not however of long 
continuance, and its ruin gave rise to liiat of Tula. This 
hypothesis we shall now proceed to elucidate* 

The Romans were engaged in three very destructive con<» 
flicts with the Carthaginians : the first commenced two hundred 
and sixty-five years before the christian 8Bra» and lasted twenty- 
three. Historians have not related what caused the interrupt, 
tion of that friendship which the two Republics had so often 
professed for each other; but it is certain that about three 
hundred and seven years before Christ, under the Consulate of 



rr 

Chrinfas Marotts arid Quintas Fabius Tremtilos^ the Romans 
entered, for the second tiine, into an alliance with theCarthairi- 
nians; this coincides^ according to Varo's computatibri, with the 
war hundred and forty^ight years after the buildirijg of Rome. 

Some historians, it is tnie^ attribute the breach' between 
these rival Repablics to a stroke of poling, for' it is usasll with 

• * 

the powerful to dignify the abominable vice of t^Vetoasness by 
giring to it this virtaoas apellation. They say th&t'the war 
between Pyrrhns and tiie Romans being terminatied, the former 
was driven from his kingdom of Macedonia by Brennus "king of 
the Gauls, (others say that Brennus was only general of the 
Oaiils under the king), and retired to the Italian states, where, 
with a view to idemnify himself for the losses he had just sus- 
tained, he once more declared war against the Romans ; but the 

» -  

latter being victorious, and making thefnselves masters of all 
Italy, soon turned their attention towards Carthage^ a power that 
could then impede them in their vast projects {jwte 26). 

The Roman war against Pyrrhus was declared four 
hundred and seventy-three years after the foundation of Rome, 
or two hundred and eighify-two years before Christ, under the 
consulate of Lucius Emilius Barfoulus, and Quintus Mancius 
Philipus^ and lasted tax years, for» in the year lour hundred and 
fieventy-nine, Marcus Curius Dentatus, and Lucius Cornelius 
Lentulus, being Consuls^ Pyrrfaus was again defeat^ and com* 
pelled to abandon Italy to the conquerors {jmoie 27). Historians 
have observed, that it is the characteristic of barbarous nations 
alone, to wage war upon, and invade tfie territories of their 
neighbours^ without a just cause, on at least oflering some good 
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pretence for the same, io order to disguise their depraved \ifishes 
from the public eye. Is k then credible that. a Republic so ambj*' 
tious of glory as that of Rome^ should have declared hostilitie9 
against Carthage without alledging some cause^ ciither real f: 
imaginary^ after having long kept up a friendly understanding 
with her) There is in consequence every reason tq believe that 
the obstructions^ which the Carthaginians tippoted to the convoy 
that Diodorus affirms the Romttns attempted sending to the 
newly discovered island with the in tenttof colonizing the same^ 
may have been deemed a sufficient inticement for sudi belligerent 
operations. 

The second Punic war began two hundred and eigh^ 
teen years before Christ and lasted seventeen, years. The 
severity which the Romans, bad displayed towards the Cartha* 
giniansin the treaty of peace, inflamed the minda of the lattei* 
with a desire of revenge and reprisal. The Romans lost four 
battles that would h^ve annihilgtcKl^any other power; but, during 

« 

their greatest distresses, Italy famished them with resources by 
her councils which they could not derive from their arms, to rescue 
them from the almost inevitable gnlph of ruin. The Romans 
scarcely able to defend their own walls, nevertheless found means 
to carry the war, ^ven to the gates of Carthage. Scipio wasr dis- 
patched into Spain which he subdued, rather by the prudent 
advice of Lelius, than by belligerent measures, and imme^ 
diately passing into AAica, raised the glory of the Republic 
so as to command the admiration of the world, by granting 
peace to its vanquished and powerless rival {note 28). 

The third P^uiic war commenced one hundred and^foiiy^ 
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seven years before Christ ^and terminated with the Carthlaginian 
Empire six years afterwarxls. ^Daring tfie preceding wars^ 
although the Carthaginians were conquered^ they were neither 
snbjngated nor enslaved, their res^itfbl spirits still plcrtted 

against the Romans while they waited for a ilivoarable opp<M^» 

• ... - • 

toriity to compass revenge ; the latter therefore^ considering they 
could not be free from foture inquietude while Carthage existed; 
determined upon her ruin, and Carthage was, in consequence; 
destroyed {note 29). 

fVom the different epochs of the Punic wars, we may cer- 
tainly perceive that they were ulterior to the time at which 
Votan says he undertook his voyages to the old contineidt, and 
much more recent than the period when the first Americnui 
colony was settled by the grand-father of Votan, as well as 

many ages posterior to the foundation of the kingdom of 

« 

Amaguemecan, which, as I have before observed, are the poinik 
we must now consider. ^ t 

_ • 

We will therefore commence by eaqniring who was Votan's 
grand-fafhert Sallust, qa6ted by Calmet/ m bis commeiktaiy 
on tbe Jagnrthine war, states in the histoiy of the kin^om of 

 • • • 

Numidia, written in the Punic language, that he had read an 
AfKcan tradition of the arrival in that country^ of Hercules 
lyrius or tjybius, with an army of Medes, Pernans and Arme-^ 
nians; these soldiers married Lybian women, and their languagii 
imperceptibly degenerating from its original purity ; in process 
V>f time, they lost the name of Medes and Armenians, and at* last; 
by an astonishing corruption of these words, were called Mau- 
rucii or Moors. 
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Horaius, in his commentary upon this passage of Sallust^ 
relying on the authority .of Paui^nias^ says^ that the true name 
of this. Hercules was Macerira, which he supposes to be derived 
from the PhoBuician^ or Hebrew word mechoer^ . meaning, wise, 
desirous of knowing, or investigator. 

Sallust, from not being well informed in the affairs of the, 
Canaanites, may very probably have confounded the names of 
the Arabians, Syrians or Amorites, conducted by Hercules ; 
so that the Armenians the Amorites, may have been the Mau- 
rucii, or Madianites the Medes, and the Pheresians the 
Persians. 

* 

The opinion, says Calmet, of such authors as conceive that 
the major part of the Canaanites, after being driven from Palejstine, 
occupied the coast of Africa, is neither new, nor doubtful: it is 
confiriped by ancient names such as Ardanes, Pona Leplis, Utica, 
Tangier and others, which are all of Phoenician origin ; and in 
the time of Saint-Augustine these people still retained some 
record of having originally been Canaanites; for, he says, in his 
exposition of j^^ni-PauPs episitle to the Romans, when interro- 
gating the country peoplei concerning their origin, they replied 
in the Punic tongue, that they were Canaanites {note 30). 
To this we may add, that, ipodern critics acknowledge an affi- 
nity between the Punic and Canaanite languages; that the 
places mentioned have Phoenician appellations; the name of 
Carthage is Phoenician, and so for instanceis that of the Canary 
i3lands, so called, from their inhabtants having been Capa- 
anites, and giving this name .generally, {note 31), while Hornius 
speaking of Gomera one of these islands, supposed it to have 
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been peopled by the Armdritesu Mor6 credit most be ascribed to 
Yotan^ who makes the people of the same race as himself, viz. : 
of the Ciilebras and consequently Hivites; these Islands, are 
thirteen in number, and it can scarcely be doubted that they are 
the thirteen houses of the Culebras which he speaks of having 
visited in his voyages : it is also as little to be disputed that in 
these islands, as weU as throughout all the coast, the race of 
Canaan was found to be mixed with the Hivites. 

The bird, noticed in the Itinerary by Gemelli, shews the 
coast which the Hivites took in their route to these islands ; but, 
the arm of the sea observed by Torquemada in all the paintings 
of the same document, is not, and indeed cannot be, the Rio Colo* 
rada (red river) as Claviger and other authors have imagined, 
whose waters fall into the bay of California, which is the most 
considerable of all those northward of Mexico from whence it is 
pretended those nations came who first peopled the continent, as 
it evidently represents that part of the Atlantic, between the Ca* 
aaries and America. See Torquemada and Claviger in their 
iiecond volumes. 

All that has been advanced, will prove Hercules Tyrius to 
have been a difierent person from Magusanu and subsequent 
to him ; the latter, as Lenglet understands, was Ethens, a contem- 
potary of Moses and the former an Hivite, from being a Ty- 
riari ; it has equally been proved ; thftt the Hivites founded the 
:kingdom of Tyre, and what Sldlost ; relates convinces us, iu' all 
its circumstances, that the innption of this Hercules was many 
ages after that of. Magnaanns, 

M 



Yotan declares himseif ta be the tibird of the Yotans, Sadlut 
affirms that the soldiers of Hercuks Ty rius and their wiv^s.spok^ 
the African langaage, bnt sensibly degenerated £rom its ancient 
purity. Diodoros asserts that one Hercules navigated the whol^ 
circuit of the earth, and built the city of Alecta in Septimaniau 
All these cirpumstanees, in conjunction with what I have already 
stated, induce ine, and will lead any erudite examiner to con« 
clude^ with every appearance of probability » that Hercules Tyrins 
was the progenitor of Votfin, that Septittania is, beyond » doubt, 
the island Atlantis, or Hispamola, that the dty of Aieeta waft 
Valum Votan, capital of the same island from whence Votan em-** 
barked his first colony to people the continent of America^ and 
whither he departed for the countries on the old bemispbire. 

Iain confirmed in my selection of this island from iEimongthe 
many dispersed throughout the Atlantic, not onlyon account of its 
position and magnitude exceeding all the others, but also, from 
•its fertility and. numerous navigable rivers, and cfaietfy from its 
having been the island of the Olmeca nations. In the Mexican 
tradition, which has been adopted by many eminent authors^ 
(Siguenza, andBoturini among others), it was considered certain, 
that the Olmecas arrived at this island from the eastward, and 
-crossed^ from thence to the continent. Botorini, however, is of 
-opinion, tfiat when <^e Olmecas were driven from their country, 
they proceeded to the Antilles Island and thenice to the southern 
part of America ; this may have been the frM^twith part of that 
nation, when the kingdom of Amagoeraecan was destroyed, 
without being repugnant to an idea that tbpportiob of that race 
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which remained on T^riia, Firjna^ may have^ penetrated farther into 
the continent and shared in the adversities ofihe other nations 
expelled from the same kingdom. I refer the reader to what father 
Jumilla says on this subject in his ^'Orinoco Illastrated^' respecting 
those nations that retained the tradition of their having left the 
island of Bi$p$miola in order to take possession of thos^ countries;, 

If what has been adduced be combined with the points of 
history I h^ve extracted from writers .of both hemispheres, it will 
not b^ 4i£Sicult to .fix the epoch in which Hercules '[Pf'nufii lived^^ 
and £pqiide4 the first town in America ; that, in which hi6 grand- 
son Votan lived; of his voyages to the old continent; of his 
arrival there from America ; of the Phceoician ship driven asb<Mre 
by the tempest ; of the transport of the Carthaginian colony to 
America; of the prohibitorydecree indicting capital punishment 
on sAf of their subjects who should proceed thither, and the re- 
calling such as had idneady emigrated; the periods of the fonn-* 
dation and ruin of Amagnemecan ; Ae circuinstances which caused 
that event, and, as connected with it, the beginning of the king-t 
dom Uf • the Tnltecas. 

Admitting then, that Votan was the third t)f his race, and 
suppcmng thirty . years . to be allowed for each generatioii ; 
Ildrcmles Tyrins will af^pear 46 have lived ninety yeanbeloffe 
VjQtan. - This .|ieriod is not so 4lefinit{vely fixed, hot that the 
variation of thirty or forty years, more or less, may be admitOed ; 
^ Ihe^tihror of a few years in the cafcnlatioriofihiatorioal periods 
may be ^ allowed, but ike mistake of favo ' or 4bree ctoturies is not 
to be .tolerated/' esayif Dicinysius'Httlinatna^suf , and the abb^ Len^ 
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glet conjectures^ that by an age in chronology the space of thirty' 
years is to be understood. Under such a supposition, the above' 
period will correspond with three hundred and eighty-one years, 
a little more or less, before the christian sera {note 32). 

The epoch of Votan's voyages to the old continent may be 
decided with certainty, for, he says that be was at Rome and saw* 
the great House of God building. 

Consulting the annals of the Roman Republic, we find that in 
the four hundred and sixty-fourth year of the foundation of that 
city, and two hundred and ninety-one years before Christ, peace 
was granted to the Samnites after a sanguinary war of eight years, 
and an alliance founded between the two nations ; in commemo- 
ration of which event, Publius Cornelius Rufinus, then Consul, 
ordered a magnificent temple to be built in honor of Romulus 
and Remus, the founders of the city, upon the side ofthe Curia, 
which had been the residence of the first of those two brothers^ 
and where, after his death, the Senate used to assemble in ordet 
to deliberate on public afiairs {note 33). 

About this period Rome and Carthage were in alliance 
for the second time, and the first war between them commenced 
forty*-two years after this alliance, and twenty six-years afl:er the 
arrival of Votan, consequently in the four hundred and forty-eighth 
year of the foundation ofthe city corresponding with three hundred 
and seven yeai^ before Christ, this second alliance was formed^ 
and in the four hundred and ninetieth year of Rome and the two 
hundred and sixty-fifth year before Christ, the first Punic 
War began. There is but little doubt that the Romans and 
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the Carthaginians obtained their first knowledge of America fi-om 
Votan himself^ although^ it is probable, the latter soon after 
obtained a confirmation of his report from the mariners of 
the ship spoken of by Diodoms ; or, that the seven Tzeqailes, 
whom Votan speaks of finding in one of his returns, were of 
this same peo^de; nor is it less to be doubted, that the first colony 
sent to America by the Carthaginians, was previous to the first 

War. 

lis colony nnited to the Tzequiles and reinforced by the 
Carthaginian mariners who fied from the miseries of. war, 
remained in America, and almost immediately rendered itself 
master of the country by subduing the first inhabitants, and interw 
mpted the order which the native people had, until that time 
dtMserved, of being governed by two Captains elected by the 
priests, one from the family of Votan, the other from the 
Tzequiles, as related by Claviger lib. 1. To preserve harmony 
between them, the kingdom of Amaguemecan was established ; 
and the perceptible migrations of the Carthaginians from 
own country, occasioned the Senate's decree commanding them 
to return, as mentioned by. JDiodorus and confirmed hy Moete- 
zuma in his discourses with Cortes. 

It is very credible that disobedience to this decree, the 
refusal to acknowledge fealty, the threat of the person sent to 
make known the de<!ree, that he would either return with, or 
send a sufficient force to overpower and compel them to sub- 
jection, and the consternation excited in their minds by such a 
menace (for this alarm is imolied in the Mexican tradition, and 
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was Bpoken of bj Moetesamia to Cortes^ when be says : '^ that thow 
who* were descended from liim would retnrn to conquer the coMntiy 
and reduce them to vassalage,'') maj have «>ccasioned the ^dowii^ 
fall of Amagnemecan, because, the original inhabitants^ taking 
advantage ^f the general panic, which was probably encreased 
by flie death of Hamaeatzin the last king, and the dissensions 
arisiil^ behveen his; tw6 sons Acheauhtzin and Xolotl respecting 
the succession, seriously thought of shaking off the yoke; fVor 
this purpose they bribed secret meetings to concert measures, for 
simnltatieohsly commencing in all parts, operations against thek 
oppressors, and, they suddenly expelled Hiem. Torquemadai 
Claviger and others^ mention these circumstancies very oonfusedly^ 
but, they had hot aectos to .information of which we arie now in 
possessidhv IThis' fact, supported as it is by tinuiitions of tile- 
IMtexicanis and Tultecas of Amuguem^can, is confirmed by the 
Suppliant posture of the ^Indian between the two crocodiles ofi 
the medal, a document^ sufficient in itself ta perpetuate so great 
and meriioraWe an event. * ^ ; ; 

' ' 'Agalti; there Wef e tio more than three kings of Amagaemer 

 ». • • 

c^'n (Toi'q^em : tol. 3). YcOantzin, Adoceloquichtzli,. and Ama^ 
calzin ; to the second, authors assign a reign of one hundred, and 
flhy-sfix *years, and to 'the third, one hundred and thirt/rthree 
years, bVft make noinehtiOn of the period the Ifirrst reigned: ; these 
epocfa^ate -wholly •beybnd the pole of probability. By- £illowia^ 
lio^eY^r'tbe rule laid'dowta by I>w>nysius> Haiicaroasstts, andrtbe 
idb^e 6f^<rg1et as "better fouttded ob eirperience, ivJB.shpU have. 
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itppeaRanoeof Uath ; and; il fliis compntntipo b« adopt^j i% 
8be# that the dytaasty was extinct shortly afiter the fhcree which 
caused this revolution^ .had been promulgated*. If we have 
aiteertained precisely !the period when Yotan was at itdai^^ it 
etaables us to do the liatne in respect to oth^ \penodfi now wider 
eonsideRati6n» and,/ it is undeniable, tbl4 from fixed pfiiicii^iesi 
consequences equally certain^ may be deduced. 

To accomplish, this we must have recourse to the Mexican 
computation, collate it with oi^rs^ and compare it wifii the 
periods of certain events of Aatiericaa history and ta ihe epoohas 
assigned td them in thdr annals. The abb^ CJavig^r^i in thf^ 
sixth book of his second volume^ treats, witb'iTi^at erpdition, 
upon the system adopted by the Americans in reckoning their 
itaonths^ years, and centuriee. 

In ckmiputing centuries, years, and months, says this Justo^ 
rian, the Mexicans and other iMitions us^d the: same metlKid a? 
the ancient Tultecas. The century coasistsd of fifty-^two yearn^ 
^livided into four parts of thirteen years eAclh;.ilwo centuries 
4Bude an age of one hundred and four years, which deni>minated 
Huehiretiliztli, a word meaning old age ;.io the end of the €e»* 
teryy they gafve the nanre, Toxihicnolpia, which nMans the bond 
<i our years, as it united two centuries to foiii one mgt. The 
.years had foor names, lV>ohtli (rabbit)^ Acatl, -^ed), Teopall, 
(flint) and Catli, (bouse) wbidi, combined with diffirent niinibefs, 
formed the century^ The first year of die eentbry was ene rabbit 
the second two reed, the third three flint, the foardi fear »hoase^ 
4he fiffh five rabbit, tbts continuing to Ibe tfaiMAntk^ wfascfa w«b 
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thirteen rabbit, when the first period terminated. The second 
period commenced with one reed, and proceeded, two flint, thrcfe 
house, four rabbit and finished with thirteen reed. The third 
period began with one flint, and ended with thirteen flint; 
the fourth began with one house, and finished the century with 
thirteen house, so that the names being four, and ih6 numbens 
thirteen, there was no year. that could be confounded with 
another. 

The Mexican year, like ours, consisted of three hundred 
and sixty-five days, it contained eighteen months, ^and each 
month twenty days, making together three hundred and sixty 
days; they added to the last month five days, which were 
called Nenlontemi> that is useless, because on those days they 
did nothing but pay and receive visits. The year one rabbit 
began on the 26th. of February, but in every fourth year it 
advanced one intercalary day upon our bissextile year. In the 
last year of the century they began on the 14th of February, on 
account of the thirteen days interposed in the course of fifty- 
two years, but, when the century was completed, they recom«> 
menced upon the 26th. 

The same author says, that he discovered in ancient writings 
and traditions, that the Tulteeas being banished from Amague^ 
mecan and its capital Huehicetlapalla, or Huehuetlapalan, 
commence their pilgrimage in the year one flint ; and that 
their settlement, at the foundation of their empire, .wa?, in .the 
year eight teed, and although, he supposes these two events 
happened about 'the years five hundred and ninety^six, ;and six 
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hundred and sixty^seven' of the christiaB teiU) he declares in a 
note, that the dates are not certain but probable. 

It is not Very surprising, considering the want of some in-* 
forination which has recently been acquired, that although Tor«- 
quemada and others found from the annals of the Tultecas, that 
their pilgrimage lasted eight years, from the first ftint, until the 
eighth reed, that they should have confounded it with the one 
hundred and four years Or signs of Gemelli's Itinerary, which, as 
We have already seen, was in Africa; nor does it excite much 
astonishment that they have proceeded with so much uncer- 
tainty and diverged into such a variety of opinions, without 
haying been able to discover the true origin of the Tiiltecas and 
Chichimecas. It deserves notice, as strongly confirming Votan^s 
correctness on the subject of the seven Tzequil families, whom the 
authors before named, discovered, that, during their pilgrimage, 
the people wiere subject to seven Captains or Chiefs whose names 
they have preserved, Zacatlehalcatzin, Evecatzin, Couatzin, 
Tzihualcoatl, Metzotzin and Tlapalmetzotzin, which are given» 
with trifling difierence by Torquemada^ who experienced so 
much difficulty in comprehending the Mexican tradition, of 
their coming originally froni the seven caves, that he confesses ; 
^' he felt great diffidetace in endeavouring to unravel a perplexity, 
the solution of which so many had attempted and yet failed in 
developing ; •' yet all the obscurities would be cleared away by 
substituting the word houses for caves, and families for honis^s. 
Hie i^stem.of the Mexican century^ divided as it is into four 
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iigree with two bfrndred dnd eighty^r^i in another with two 
hundred and thirty-three, and in a third with one hundred and 
^}gh(j-cme years before Ghtist. 

It is. now our butsiness to discover in which of these it actually 
did happen ; which being discovered and agbt years added 
thereto, will give the precise period of thie ibundation of the 
ihiltecan empire which arose from the ruins of Amaguemeean or 
Anahuac. It could not have been in the first period, for this 
would Ml on the sixth yeiar after Votan^s arrival at Rome, nor 
in the second, for if ninety years, the duration of Amaguemeean 
be added to two hundred and thirty^three, on which the year 
one flint falls, these added together would make three hundred 
and twenty-three years, and as Votan was at Rome in two 
hundred and ninety-one, the colony would thereby be dated 
Ch1r(y-two years before his arrival there ; which is not satisfhctory 
ibr many obvious reasons. 

fVom hence it may be concluded that the true epoch of ihe 
fall of Amaguemeean and the consequent peregrination of the 
Tultecas or Chichimecas is, that in Which the Mexican year one 
flint, corresponds with the year one hundred and eightyH>ne before 
Christ, because, if the ninety years assigned as the duration of 
Amaguemeean be added thereto they will make two hundred and 
seventy-one. The result therefore is, that the date of the colony 

_ • 

will be two hundred years after Totan's arrival, or six years before 
^e ^rst Punic war ; the decree of the meal by the Carthaginians 
will appear to have been promiflgated tfitrty-eight years befoce 
tfie jsecead wan* commebced, flrirty-4>ne years before the third war 
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broke out and thirty-four years before the destruction of 

Carthage. ' 

The continual wars waged by Carthage during this interral^ 

against the Romans and Numidians deprived it of any oppor- 
tunity of avenging the affront of its rejected decree, and chas- 
tising the disobedience of its American subjects. 

Boturini concurs with this epoch, he was well acquainted^ 
with the figures, symbols, characters, songs and manuscripts of 
the Indian authors, and in the Tultecan history, he found that 
above an hundred years before Christ, they had observed in their 
ancient country Huehuetlapalan the excess of nearly six hours in 
the solar, over the civil year, which they regulated by adding an 
intercalary day to every fourth year. 

CI aviger speaking of the idol QuetzalcoatI (a name signifying 
a snake covered with feathers) the god of the air, says, the Mexi* 
cans, believed this deity had been the chief priest of Tula, the 
capital of Tulteca, and that he was of a white complexion, tall 
and corpulent, with a broad forehead, large eyes, long black 
hair and a thick beard ; a man of austere and exemplary life 
clothed in long garments from a sense of modesty of a most 
gentle and prudent disposition, which shewed itself in the laws 
he enacted for the good of the people, added to which^ he was 
very expert in the arts of melting metals, and of polishing pre- 
cioQS stones, which he taught the Tultecas. 

Tescatlipoca, the god of providence, or more correctljic 
speaking the providence of god, or god in qur accept^tMH^ 
being desirous of withdrawing QuetzalcoatI 0rpio Tjalaji ^fi^S^f*^ 



there vms ample Hat^ for the kingdom of Tdlteca to beebme 
widl established aftef its feandattion in the year eight veedn 
i^greemg witli one hmidred and se'9eiiiy*i(Mr years before Christ,- 
sd that it had already estisted more than imtf hrnidned yeanlwAyro 
Saittt T%oinaft aftVioaiftced the gospel to that people. 

The kittjgdom of TlapaDa ^sa not an imaginaiy ode' as 
Cfa¥igero supposed, and tile roate taken by Qaetarakuad ftem 
Chbltila to doatzacbalco, in the absence of ali othor pive^ is 
Stifficitot to shew that it was not iMtaat^d to the taorthwaiid ol 
Mexico, but to the south east. 

Httehaetlapallan, is a compound name o^ two w<)rd8, 
Huehue, old, and Tlapallan, and it seems ihe Tultidcin prefixed 
the adjective to distinguish it from three other places^ which 
thfey Ibunded in ihe districts 6f their nevr kingdom, lo p^npetuate 
their tftiachment to their ancieUt oooutry, aird Hieir^gri^f trt 
being envied from the same; whence it afose th«t the-piiice 
which formerly had the simple name of Tlapalfam, was after-k 
ward^ dewomifoatcd Huehuetlapaliian ; at least so says Torque- 
ttftda.' ..■■';-■■ 

- Such, without doUbt^ was tlie name which autkutly^istki* 
gUisbed the Palenoian city, aUd ihw suppcisitioii is streWgdlWied 
by a report* quoted b^ Clavigera Und other aut&on^, lhai> the 
Mieixicads were dfivei: fntoi thbir city of Axtlan, as w«Jrfe' the 
Attolhuans from Tebacoluacan ; for these people IWed in dld^nt 
eitieS> each governed by its own thief or cad)i|nev llK^Ugli 
sttiigect to the sowr^ign of Amagiemeean, and like hjm^ drtt«fi 
iMtt their domoink: r 
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in his Evangelical Diemonstrations^ Alexis Yenegas/ in his work 
on the Variation of Books^ and several other writers^ after careful 
examination accord with this opinion, isupposing them to have 
been a colony of Tyrians^ consequently Hivites ; therefore the 
truth oJTVptan's narrative remains clearly isubstantiated by niany 
conclusive evidences; 

After bestowing some consideration upon the meaning 
of the word Tzequil* and confiding in the knowledge of the 
before-mention^ ' don Riimon Ordonez^' I shall assert' that 
TzequiU in the Zendal language, means an upper peticoat^ 
(Enagua, Basquina) aiid the same word means Nahuatlacas in the 
Mexican idiom ; at the present time the natives 'of Cfaiapa tcall 
the Mexicans Tzequiles. Don Ramon iafiirms that the townf of 
Tzequil, founded by these seven families, of which Votan speaks, 
is the suburb called the Mexican, and joining the'city of.Ciudad 
.Real (but for this I will not vouch) ; and that they Were named 
Tzequils or Nahuatlacas, not only from having introduced the: use 
' of petticoats, for the greater propriety and decency of the women, 
but also^ from having tolerated the sect.or.superstitioiiof Nagua- 
lism. Yolan alludes to this when he says, the Tzequiles gave' him 
the first notions of a God and of his worship. 

To conclude this discourse in the manner I propose, there 
utill remaitii to investigate the origin of Huitzilopochlitj the 
'tyrannical deity of the Mexicaps, who is said to have destroyed so 
many hundred thousands of human victims during his empire 
over fbem, that they stood in need of arithmeticai terms to 
ennnmerate tham# For the bett» solution :of this! i hi^rtorical 
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V 

^^ ment pregnan^ .and .the ctrettmstance in dae timte became 
'^ visible to her sons, who, although .they did not snspect their 
mother^s yirtae^ yet they feaned.^ineh .a birth might bring 
disgrace upon them and .determined to prevent it by panrieide. 
This./ resolution was ;not taken with sAflicient secrecy to 
prevent the mpthisr's discovering it, who was bitterly afflicted 
at .the thought of dying . by the hands of her own /ehildien, 
when ^she suddenly heard a voice ^from, within her/ which said. 
Be not alarmed^ my mother, for I will preserve your honor and 
my owti ; her cruel sons, however, were urged on by their sister 
** Cotolaauhi, who was much more eager to accomplish the 
'^ design, than they were ready to perpetmte their meditated 
'/ atrocity. v^Hnitzilopochtli was at length bom with a shield on 
1^^ his left arm^, ^ dart inr his. right hand, and a plume <^ green 
f^ feathersf 9n his head ; his countenance was of a bright blue 
^< colour, and his left leg, his thighs and his arms were covered 
^* with feathers. The first moment of his existence was signalized 
by causing a snake of pine wood to appear before him, and he 
commanded one of his soldiers, named Tochnacolgni, tokill 
*^ Cotolzauhi .with it, because she had been the most culpable, 
<' whilst he attacked her brothers with so mudb fury, that,: in 
^^ spite of their strength, their arms; and theirentreaties, he killed 
'* thera^. pillaged their houses and; presented;, the spoils to his 
^' mother. This event threw^the pei^e intp ra«h consternation 
that they called him Tetzphuitl (terror),^ Tetzauhteotl,' (ter^ 
riblegod). 

This god having been piyitector of theMexicans^ led tfaem> 
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«U'th6 Chieheniecan a&d Niahiiatlacafi nations, botievcfiieKeept^ 
ingit the :frt]ltete.%.' with the same sanjgiditory, rites, m^ 
MeisieanJs^' biitit. was nhder different names feindxfigiiDeb abeord^ 
ing )tp their : ^coliar langmges; ifcnr' example^ by ^the Tol€ecas 
nnder fhf! name of Ttaloei; bjr the Tlascaltecas^ or Teocfaidie^ 
mecasras. Cainaactle ;faiid byfthie Ohiapaneooiis . «»d Mixtecas as 
the heart of the people ; l£e> tvro last teprcMnted biok bj il littFe 
idol of emerslld; abont-foor Angers inJlehgth;ail4itwo in^^breiidth, 
on which :hlra$ iidrlp^nred the figare jof a; bbd inrrcHindedibfl a 
li4tle:snirke;>v'f:'(v.> -M "^ j !...; "-^-^''vp,'' •::'; - /.'yyi .V.' ...;• * r,;*.. • 

. (^]ald61fwaS'fbuiMl''byYather?(Bi^ 

JDominicaik Missionary' of Mixteeav On th^'lo^ teoantain of 
Acfailuihftla^iKvbereiit it^ato worehipped by the mAiTes? fte rt fissed 
three thbasandrddllars which !werb oflfefedita>]^ite!by>^iii0iiSpfaA 
iitards ^y^ho ^vaW : it;^ ' tliinlun^ i tf iti^pold : be : SMWlcondq^e;': tciltbe 
lipiriliuiijWjd^liare; of .bis hew Iceiiveri^ dost} whicii 

be acGofdihgiy ;peI)fwraed^T^fU greQ|i'^]gSoqa^ pmUmceifi^ 
pecy)Ie>i^'Sei<<riairigeral,^d.!iroli dfihiarJuBtdryH Diltoai fnii hui: 
'Ai^^ In: sprakjnl^i of MSie^ 9Jnltec»is; CSii^giEtro :sayjr:>i that^Itfcioiigli 
diey Weref>id<^atiers9 he did not know tbc^ bieivd bnaqiiiiirictiiiii^ 
bixt Tinqfoemada ^telatiqg the ; ajlegbiiefliL hisidry i of titbdb deu 
i^qotiSon/ sqjjrb; : An immensb ihpm&dr o# GPtaFlbdas^^t^ing Mitiptihrt 
tO: celebrqt^ .a fesifciVal' fo appease the ang^tl di^xtbeir igods #beA a 
fktnineand pestilence were raging' in their cbnfatry/ afleir diey 
had danced with a gmnt phantom; that a^pear^ amadhg flitoni> 
were next morning fdund dead and their hearts taken -oat ;' an 
evident proof of their having been sfeunificed acoirdiii^tDtlii rites 
of the country. 
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who inhabit the most northernly countries from the straits as far as 
Hudson's and Baffin's bays^ and from the Frozen Sea to Califor- 
nia» New Mexico^ and Canada to the southward^ are descended. 

On this subject we may consult the third and fourth Tolnmes 
of the English Captaia James . Cook's Voyages, and don Antonio 
Herrera's Deciades to Spanish and foreign authors, who have 
written concerning the nations that inhabit the regions from 
California to the other side of New Mexico. . We may also take 
under consideration the accounts given of the latest discoveries of 
the Spaniards along the Northern coasts of America in the 
Pacific Ocean; the languages^ manners,, customs, rites and 
religion may be compared with those of the nations of Kams* 
chatka, Tsdiutski, Tungusi, Siberia and adjacent, territories. . We 
may also examine the quadrupeds of both parts of the globe, at 
the same time bearing in mind the singular hunting parties 
formed by the . Asiatics, particularly by the Tartars of the vast 
empire of Genghis Khan, about the eleventh century . of the 
christian, eera, inwhich wild beasts of all descriptions were driven 
together in general: confusion. If we take the trouble to enter 
upon such. examination^ the. possibility will occur to our minds^ 
that the tenants of the forests, flying from this annual persecution 
lyhich was ordained. by law, may have passed or at least soine 
of them, by the glacial isthmus to America, and' spread them-^ 
selves over it, occupyiiig those climates most propitious to their 
respective natures. 

As a corollary to this little work, I will offer my opinion 
upon the system adopted by ^ the American nations 'in their com* 



pntatkm of time, upon this proviso howerer, that when.it shaft 
appear my humble judgment i^ opposed to the opinions of 
many celebrated and estimable writers^ in the progress of this 
discourse, it does not arLte from a mere^ desire of contradiction, 
bat'^from the necessity of dissenting fromi their ideas on accout of 
the more recent infonkiatibn which has been obtained, and from a 
wish to place troth on its proper basis, that history may shine 
forth with that lustre, which time has obscured ; while the de- 
struction of some records, the indistinctness^ of others, and the 
difficulty of comprehending the few that remain, has not only 
dimmed but almost entirely obscured. 

All writers have been surprised at the ingenious method 
pursued by the Americans irom a very remote period, without 
adopting the practices of any of the polished countries of the old 
continent as for^example in the division of the months into twenty 
days, the years into eighteen months, and the centuries into 
fifty-two years ; the duplication of the century to form an age of 
one hundred and four years, and the prudent collocation of the 
intercalary days. Failing in all their efforts' to trace an imitation, 
they have been obliged to confess that this singular system, so 
far from being inferior to, does actually excel that of the most 
polished nations in the world : but; being unwilling to yield to 
the ancient Americans so much talent and discretion as were 
requisite for its arrangement,- they have had recourse to Egypt, 
the cradle of sciences, and to Asia, whence the Tultecas, its 
reputed authors, are said to have derived their origin. The 
ntmosL however, that thev have been able to discover, is. that on 
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tbe' 26th. ci Febrnary, the Mexican century begins, 
was celebrated flrom the time of Nabonassor^ seven handred attd- 
forty-seven years before Christ, becaase the Egyptian priests 
conformably to their astrononrical observations had fixed Ae 
beginning of their month Toth'ihd the commeneeftient <]f ili«ir 
year at noon on iHiat day; this ^ivais verified by ^ the M^riditttrof 
Alexandria, which wa^ erected tht«e ceiitartes^'iftftcfr thai|Bp6dfa; v^' 
Hence it has been contended Ibere^^ould' ^ii^^-i^o^llouttt^ 
tii^ conformity of the Mexican with the Egy|>tiiiflcsSlendaH''fei^ 
aldiongh "the fetter asrigned tiveive irioi^fafs: of- ttiiri;y dslfs 
each to the year, and added five days beikid«l9^ in^ ^der'thM 
the' circle of three hundred and sixty-five days ^ should recom- 
meiMe from the simse point ; yet, notwithstanding the deviatibfl 

from «ih'e Egyptian mode in the division of the mdtiths 'and dftysf; 

I ..... 

they yet tnkintained thai: the Mexican method was ^ntf^^nhtiblife 
thereto^ on ieicoannt of the superadded five day>s ; 'with this^dib^ 
difference, th^t tipoji these the Americans attended to' no bnsinesii) 
and therefore termed 'thiitti'Neifroiitemi or nsieless, whereas the 

• • • • 

Egyptians i^elebrated, during that epoch, the festival of the bft^h 
of theirgods, as attested by Platarch de Feide, and Osiride. Upon' 

the other hand it is asserted, that thongh the Mexicans difilered 

• . • .  » • 

#1^001' the 'Egyptians by dividing their year into eighteen ioaionili'Si 
yet/' siii they OBrlted the month Mextii Moon, -tiiey mnst lisrrd 
IbtQMiHy adopted the ' Innar month, agreeable to the ^gyptiMi 
method df clividf ng the year into twelve months of thti^y* dliyi^^ 
ht% to Ktappdil'thfs assertion no iattemjpt has been made to^scerf&in 
tbiedivls^lvhy this method was laid aside. 
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Afiosdes: the To^ifti^ di^ soon ailer thip circttmistaiicet andtirar 
remainder of this treasure has not sinee been discoYered. The 
chalice in question, as I am informed, was destined by the Curate 
for an. oratoiy . oq an estate of his own called llosari<>. This 
discovery is of great importance, feifice it confinns the Mexican 
tradition before alluded to of the gospels having been made 
known in these countries by the Apostle Saint Thomas, who 
wa£f worshipped under the from of the idol Quetzalcoatl« 

The tieentiate don FraocisCo Ortiz also informed me^ that 
tib^O; is ki th^ possession of the present curate of Saint Ca^ 
thfirine of Yatahuaeaii, a little historical book of an Hebrew 
Indian natioii> which may probl^ly be that of Been, mentioned 
by iNutie?^ de la Yega. Letters have been addressed to this 
persK^H with a view to o btain a eopy of the sane as well mi 
to the curate of Saint Bartholomew for the purpose of verv* 
fying, thejoct of the chalice; but as^ no replies have yet hem 
revived,, it . i^ supposed the letters did not reaeb thetr 6e^ 

m 
9 

lit ;In :th^ enyironft of. this eity, ,on the plain ift the rooA 
/l€^4iBg: to jtbe townf of Mixco, there are evident testiges of the 
»ti» ol ^il ei^tensive village; these consist of a vast number of 
frag^fieiits of eartbe«^> vessels dispensied in all dUrectiofis; in nume' 
rops pyramidieal moandg notoriouB for bavil% been, the Mpul^ 
ehre^. of dMinguished : personages^ and m many rtade statues ef 

• # * 

stpne* : : One <^ the VtMex^ which dim Paa^ TMHrig^ii brotiglit tb 
tfas ci^^ i»^ Q<M¥ pkifled at the ooraer nf hk house ; a second 
bms beeni.ere)et^cl;il4eor tt fonnlnm qaHedF id> O^.do Affktvdn 
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the Mtaf43>D*itlked Inci^tisa; find a thilvl- ihtt^ be se^n in ah lingte 
df a Mtart yard itt <be town of Citidad Yi^ia de Gtiatetliala. In 
the inter todtt of the'faOiise oh tiie Ihcieso estate, there is also d 
stone tablet su^yport^ Upon ifeet^ haring hieroglyphics on the 
ibtir corneK of the superficies and orn three of its edges ; this 
mnst hare been a tA.b1e iisied in sacrifices; 

On the ssime plain* one Felix Cotisnegra^ of this city^ dug up 
a round fiat st6ne abodt a yard in diaifieter and a quarter thick, 
on one of its superficies a deity is represented under the figure 
ofatnan in the' act of seatitfg himself $ pointing upfwdrds with 
the fore finger of his right hand, and down watrds with the fore 
finger of his left which is placed behind him ; befbre him there 
is a bird with a crest like a cock and many hieroglyphics and 
unknc(Wto characfters. This stone was beneath another very 
large one of ^ parallelagramatic forAi, which shews it to have 
been an aTfar for sacrifices. 

Calmet relates that the Cuteans, a people who emigrated 
from iSamafia; worshipped the goddesis Nergel under the figure 
of a bird resembting a hen ; and father t^eztohio affirms in his 
chronological canon, that this emigiation was from Persia and 
headed by Asarradon king of Assyria and Babylon, in the 
twenty-n^econd year of the reign of Manasses, six hundred anct 
seventy-six years before the christiai^ eera. 

Jt)on .f uan de Letona, chief officer of the royal treasury, and 
donPedi;o Garziaguirre engraver of the royal mint, have in their 
possession numerous historical medals. 

There can be no doubt but many fmportant relics might 
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now be discovered in the Palencian city » in Mayapam and other- 
places in the same kingdom, if careful researches were made; 
becanse this region was the first on the continent, where the 
polished nations, before described, founded their settlements. . 
Many valuable documents might be found in the archives of 
the difierent bishopricks and in the libraries of convent$} indeed 
in the Dominican convent of this city there are some learned 
manuscripts in six folio volumes, that were written by father 
Francisco Ximenes, relative to the conquest of this province, the 
progress of religion, and the apostolic fathers who desseminated 
Christianity. In the first volume he has given an history of the 
creation of the world as believed by the Indians of Chiapa, to 
ascertain this from the natives cost him a great deal of labour, 
for so he expresses himself. Such a document will add much to 
the fame of don Ramon Ordonez who, I am told, has introduced 
it into his work del Cielo y dela Tierra. There are also many 
records in the hands of curates, and of private individuals who do 
not consider them of much value, and probably they will be lost, 
unless they fell into the possession of those who know how to 

•  

estimate the treasures of information which they contain. May 
not the historical works spoken of by Nunez de la Vega, (a 
Domician friar prior to his nomination to the bishoprick of 
Chiapa), which he has declared were in his possession, yet be 
found in the library of the Dominican convent of Ciudad Real, 
or in the archives of the bishoprick 9 It is passible. 

All this, however^ requires the powerful arm of his Majesty. 
M^ere the royal interposition successfiil, some of the original 
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woii^s might be det>o$ited in the royal ^cabinet ; faithful copies of 
which, and of tiie hieroglyphics, figares and characters that 
might be discovered, diily authenticated by a public act, would, 
in my opinion, a most desirable acquifition to the university of 
this city. Such statues and stones as could be transported, might 
be placed in the halls and galleries of the university, where they 
would afford to the students of antiquity, excellent and authentic 
materials for discussing and reviving their forgotten merits; 
which could not fail of redounding to the honor of his Majesty 
and to the benefit of the public. 

Although Calmet says the few monuments, as well as the 
hieroglyphics and characters, which have descended to us unin- 
jured, can now be neither read nor understood, because the Greek 
language, introduced by the dominion of the Ptolemies, occa- 
sioned the Egyptian, (which very nearly resembled the Punic and 
Phoenician) to be forgotten ; I am persuaded the Zendal, Mexican 
and American mother tongues, must have a great affinity to the 
Egyptian ; and as it is undeniable that the languages of these 
nations have been preserved, they may be capable of affording 
some assistance in decyphering the hieroglyphics and different 
characters^ particularly as the similitude between the Egyptian 
and the Punic is well known to the learned. 

But, admitting there did exist a great difference between the 
Egyptian and Punic languages, yet it is probable the method of 
writing and understanding the hieroglyphics and characters might 
have been the same with both people, or, have had some resem- 
blance. This is indeed the opinion of father Kircher who thinks. 



Iin4 fi)i9E«o^F$ t>fl tlie sa#e ^ tbe Pbc^oif^oti or Ca^^fW. 
intiHMlPCed by Cadmus ioto Bji^otia* with iiq oiheir diffof^Bc^, 
than wbat I have before po^sted out befweeo the 9a<urad and the 
mwlgar, Luean attiibutes tiie inviention of the latter ;to the 
PhiBoiGians, in the JbUQwing verasis, lib. 8. 



Pbceaicii primi, £una, si creditor awi 
HeDsaram rndibm vocem si^oare fi^ns. 

'Noyerat et saxis tantum, Yolacre^^aey feraqae» 
Scnlptaqae senrabant, Magicas, Animalia, lioguas. 
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SUPPLEMENT- 



On reading the third voyage of Captain Cook, after I had 
finished this work, I found in the general introduction to the 
first volume, some reflections which accord so well with my own 
conjectures on the population of America, that they appear to me 
worthy of being introduced here. In page 59 of the Paris 
edition 1785, it is said: ^' The relative positions of Asia and 
'^ America which Cook has laid down, and his survey of the 
^* narrow strait that divides the old from the New World, have 
^^ thrown great light upon this important part of geography, 
^^ and solved the difficult problem, of the population of America 
^^ by tribes destitute of the necessary means of undertaking long 
" voyages/* In page 80, " His third voyage has decided other 
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** and more important points. He has discovered, or at least 
^^ proved to demonstration the proximity of the two continents 
'* of Asia and America ; therefore oar latest navigators have 
^' rendered a service to religion by refuting an objection started 
'^ by sceptics, against the population of different parts of the earth 
" as related by Moses/^ Again in a note, ** The incredulous have 
*^ raised a multitude of objections that betray great ignorance; 
^^ the author of *^ Recherches Philosophiques sur les AmirU 
^* cainSy^^ thus expresses himself on this question. '^ This 
^' distance which Mr. Antermonio deemed so unimportant, is 
** nearly eighty irench leagues, across a dangerous ocean, impos- 
** sible to be traversed in canoes so bad and so fragile as Ysbrand 
** describes the canoes of the Tungusians to be/^ Tom. I. 

Had this writer known that the two continents are no more 
than thirteen leagues from each other instead of eighty^ and that 
in that short space numerous intermediate islands are dispersed 
on each side, he would not have ventured to adopt this reason- 
ing with so much confidence as he has done against Mr. BelPs 
System of the route by which the inhabitants first attained 'the 
shores of America. In a learned work composed by the illus- 
trious Don Francis Jose Granados y Oalvez, Bishop of Sonara, 
entitled Tardes Amerieamas (American Evenings), printed at 
Mexico, in 1778« whicfa also fell into my hands after I had brought 
niy work to a conclusion, I find the following remark. ^* Be- 
^^ sides the seven caves from whidi tiie Chichemecas emerged to 
^^ people the North or Land of Amaguemecan^ there are some 
«< islands whidi tk^ place on tteir maps towards the east. 
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mistaking them for those of the Tultecas which lie to the 
westward^ the maps of the latter however do not represent 
countries^ but families/' This very valuable and conclusive 
infprmation^ although acquired at the termination of my resear- 
ches^ prompts me to amend the title of this essay which I had 
intended to call a new Attempt to solve the grand historical 
problem of the population of America ; jvhereas I have denomi- 
nated it ; a SoUUion of the grand problem^ and in so ^ing I 
sincerely trust the reader will not ascribe such alteration to an 

confidence in my own abilities. 
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Note l.—Page 27. 

DoK Autonio de Mendoza^ the first viceroy of Mexico, ordi^red a collection of painttngt to be 
executed amoonting to sixty-thiee, which he caused to be explained by the learned natives, and 
their elucidations to be translated into the Spanish language for Charles V» The ship in 
which they were sent, was captured by a French privateer, and in consequence they fell into 
the hands of Fevet, geographer to ihe then king of France. From his heirs they were 
purchased by Hakluit, author of the voyages and Chaplain to the English Ambassador at the 
Court of France, who remitted them to England. The Spanish translation was rendered into 
English by one Lock, at the command of Sir Walter Raleigh, and published by Samuel Purchas, 
in the third volume of his Pilgrinages. It was reprinted in Paris, with the interpretation of 
Thevenot in the second volume of his Relation of Curious Voyages, but was defective, owing to 
his having mistaken the figures of the years in the copies of the paintings, numbers 11 and 12, 
and the copies of numbers 21 and 22, added to which, the major part of the figures of the 
tributary cities are also deficient. Kircher reprinted a copy of Purchase's production in his 
(Edipus ^gyptiacus, which will be found extremely useful to the learned who may employ 
themselves in writing upon this subject. 

The viceroy Don Luis Velasco, count of Benevento, employed Don Fernando Pimentel 
Yxtlilxochitl, son of Coanacotzin, the last king of Tezcuco ; and Don Antonio de Tovar Cano 
Moetezuma Yxtlilxochitl, descendants from the royal families of Mexico and Tezcuco, to write 
whatsoever they were acquainted vrith relative to their respective nations. In consequence of 
this, some letters were produced on the genealogy of the kings of Acolhuacan or Tezcuco, and 
on some other points of the ancient history of that kingdom, which were preserved in the 
Jesuit's College of Saints Peter and Paul in Mexico. 

Don Fernando de Alba Yxtlilxochitl under the same auspices wrote many erudite works of 
great estimation, as he was profoundly versed in the antiquities of his nation, Acolhua or 
Tezcuco, from the kings of which he was a lineal descendant, viz: V. The History of New Spain. 
2". The History of Chichemeca. 3». An historical compendium of the kingdom of Tezcuco. 
4^ Some historical memoirs of the Tultecas and other nations of Anahuac ; all which works 
were preserved in the library of the college before mentioned. It is probable that the last 
production treats of their coming from the old to the new continent ; of their expulsion firom 
their first settlement at the city of Palenque in the kingdom of Amaguemecan, and the came 
thereof. This author was so cautious in what be wrote, that, to remove all suspicion of fiction 
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h« eaofied a deed to be ezecated in legal form, authenticating his narratire with the historical 
paintings which he inherited from his ancestors. • 

Don Alfonso Zurita, a celebrated jurisconsult, corregidor of Mexico, after having made 
many researches by order of Phillip II, relative to the political Government of the Mexicans, 
wrote a compendious account of the chiefs who had governed in Mexico, with their distinctions, 
^he laws, manners, and customs of the Mexicans, and of the tributes paid by them ; the original 
of which in folio was equally preserved in the Jesuits^ Library. In the same depository were 
also kept several other valuable manuscripts highly deserving of notice, l". Annak of the 
kingdom of Azcapuzalco or Colhuacan ; this must not be confounded with Acolhuacan or 
Tezcuco. 2°. Four Works in the Mexican Lang^sge, by Don Domingo Saint Anton Munon 
Chimalpain, a Mexican noble, viz: a Mexican Chronicle of events from the year 1068 to 1597. 
2». The history of the conquest of Mexico and other Provinces, d"*. Historical commentaries 
from the year 1064 to 1521. And a Mexican Chronicle, written in Spanish, in the year 1598, 
by Don Fernando de Alvarado Tezozomoc. In the Jesuits' College of Tepozotlan, there is a 
history of the voyage of the Aztecas to the country of Anahuac, written by Don Cristoval de 
Castillis, a noble Mestee Mexican. The title of this MS. shews it to be one of importance, as 
it very probably contains an account of the voyage of the Mexicans, who are the Aztecas, and 
of the primitive families of the Culebras (snakes), who 1 shall demonstrate were from the. ol4 
continent to the new, with an account of the first empire they founded in America, its 
duration, its decay, and their expulsion from the first settlements of Anahuac. 

Note 2.— Page 27. 

Father Gregoria Garcia, a Dominican, was the first who printed the celebrated booky 
<* On the Origin of the Americans,'* at Palencia in 1607. This work was augmented, with some 
very learned notes, by an anonymous author and reprinted at Madrid in 17*29. 

Don Cristoval Chaves Castellejo, in the year 1632 wrote a work, entitled ** The Origin of 
the Indians, and their first Colouies in the kingdom of Anahuac. 

Don Carlos de Siguenza y Gonzora, professor of mathematics in the university of Mexico 
{his native place), wrote many works of great erudition, among which was an history of the 
kingdom of Chichemeca, wherein he introduced whatsoever he had been able to collect from 
manuscripts and paintings relative to the first colonies transplanted into America, and to events 
among the nations settled in Anahuac ; to these was added a long and learned treatise upon the 
promulgation of the Gospel, by the apostle Saint Thomas, founded on the Indian traditions, 
and on the numerous crosses found in Mexico during its Paganism, and then the objects of their 
worship. All these manuscripts however, were unfortunately lost by the negligence of his heirs, 
and there now remain only some fragments of his works, in the writings of Betancourt and Vic- 
toria, his contemporaries, and in those of his friend Gemelli. 

Lorenzo Boturini Benaducci, a Milanese gentleman, after much trouble in obtaining copies 
of the best manuscripts and paintings, printed at Madrid in the year 1746 the outline of a 
grand work, which I have been informed did not appear.in consequence of his death. All the 
authors cited in this and the preceding note, and many others, are mentioned by Clavigero in 
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catalogue of wrilen on AiDerica» at the beginning of ?d. 1 of hia Ancient History of Mexico^ 
printed in the Italian language at Cezenna in 1780. 

Note 3.— Page 28. 
Cartas Criticas, torn. II. 

Note 4.— Page 28. 

Tomo lo, libro 2».— << L'istoria delta primitiTa popolazione di Anahnac, i per tal 
** maniera oscurata e da tante fftvole invillappata che, non che maleggeTole, e anch^ afiatlo 
** impoisihile il trovar il vero.'' 

Noie b.'-Page 28. 

The abb^ Lenglet in his method of studying history, toI. 1, chap. 9, quotes this system. 
Burnet supposes that the primitive earth being formed like an arched yault, was split by the heat 
of the sun and fell in pieces to the bottom of the liquid element : that if the fall had been equal 
the whole globe would have been only one uninterrupted sea ; that it did not fill at once» but 
large portions of it remaining inclined at their extremities in different directions, such large 
portions are the continents inhabited at the present period. 

Note Q.^Page 28. 

Prseadamitorum Systems, lib. 4, cap. 7, 8, 9, cited by Lenglet, torn. 1, cap. 3, Feyjoo at 
the place mentioned before. 

Note 7 .—Page 30. 

Credendum potius miracula intercessisse signs necessaria fuerunt, quiim scripturss sacrsr 
historisB narrationi fidem derrogandum, vel ejus verba in alienos sensus detorquenda. Natal. 
Alex, in Hister. Voter. Testsm. prima Mundi iEtate, dissert. 10, art, 4. 

Note 8.— Page 30. 

The Tapanahnasee is a hollow cylinder like a large drum, entirely of wood without skins at 
the ends. It is beaten on its longitudinal surfsce, where there are two long parallel hollow^ 
a little distant from each other, and struck on the spsce between the hollows with 
sticks covered at the enda with Ule or elastic resin ; that the sound produced may be softer. 
During their paganism the Indians used this instrument in their sacred dances. Even at the 
present day they employ it in the diversion of dancing called Tepanahuaste, or, as the Hexicann 
call it, the dance of Teponatzli. 
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Noted. — Page 31. 

The same Na&ez de la Vega, in several places in his ** Constitations/' hut more pi^rti- 
cnlarly in his ninth Pastoral Letter, at number 4> g^ves an account of the sect or superstition 
of Nagpalism, which was found to have taken deep root in his Bishoprick and extended orer the 
kingdom of Mexico. ^ The Nag^alists practice it by superstitious calendars, wherein are 
** inserted the proper names of all the Naguals, of atan, the elements, birds, beasts, fishes, and 
<< reptiles ; with obserrations upon the months and days, in order that Children, as soon as they 
** are bom maybe dedicated to that, which in the Calendar corresponds with the day of their 
** birth : this is preceded by some frantic ceremonies, and the express consent of parents* 
*^ (which is an implicit pact between the infants and the Nag^als that are to be given to them). 
Th^y then appoint the Milpa or place, where, after the completion of seven years, they are 
brought into the presence of the Nagual to ratify the engagement; for this purpose they make 
** them renounce god and his blessed mother, instructing them before hand not to be alarmed, 
** or sign themselyes with the cross ; they are afterwards to embrace the Nagual affectionately, 
** which by some diabolical art or another, appears very tame and fondly attached to them, 
** although it may be a beast of a ferocious nature as a Lion, a Tiger, &c. They persuade the 
** children, by their infernal cunning, that this Nagual is an angel, sent by God to watch over 
** their fortunes, to protect, assist and accompany them ; and that it must be invoked upon all 
*' occasions, business, or occurences, in which they may require its aid.'* 
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Note 10.-— Page 42. 

Plangebatur et apud EgypUos Osiris. Is enim qnum justissime apud Egyptios reg- 
nasset, a Typhone fratre homine violento et impio trucidatus est. Is dilacerato interfectus 
corpore in vigenti sex frusta cuique fadnoris socio unum tribuit, ut omnes eo piacolo 
obstringeret, sibique in regni defensione et custodia firmos haberet adjutores. Rependet 
tandem Isis omnia frusta corporis pudendis solummodo demptis. Virilia enim a Tjr- 
phone in fluvium objecta erant, quia sociorum nemo hsec recipere volebat, quss tandem ab 
Iside nihilo minus divinis honoribus affecta fuerunt. Nam in templis effigiem horum adomatam 
coli prsecepit et initiorum ceremoniis sacrificiisque : Deo istis peragendis honoratissima ut esset 
plurimaque veneratione digna effecit. Idcirco et Graeci postquam sacrorum Bacchinorum ritus 
et orgiarum solemnitatis ab Egyptiis accepere, membrnm illud in mysteriis initiis et sacri- 
ficiis Dei hnjus Phalli nomine honorant. Hsec Diod. Sicul. lib. I, bibliot. Ptolm. lib. II, Tetn- 
biblos de Assyriis, Persisque et Egyptiis sacra sunt apud eos membra generationi destinata ab 
Solis, Satumi Tenerisque aspectibus qui seminales sunt. Scbelius de Diis Germanis, pag. 77, 
Lenglet, torn. 2, cap. 10, de Castre Dicdonario Mitologico^ tom 6, verb. Osiris, Orgias 
PhaHus, &c. 

Note 11.— Page 47. 

Odmet cap. 10, vers. 17 in Genes. Teib. Evaeuin Chivim, et in Diction. Bibliot. Verb. 
Cadaendi Hevsei Josne et in dissert, de Hsebrseor. histor. pnestan. et de Regione in quam Cana- 

b2 
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nei pnlfli a Josae sese receperunt, torn, 2, in Josa. de diyere. ration, aeribeod. Teter. torn. I, ct 
malt. aliU \u locis sparsim : see also Leng^let, torn. 1 et 2. 

Note 12.— Page 48. 

Qoo in fabula narranlar de metamorphosi iUoram in Aogues dedactuiu est e nomine 
HeTseorum quod Pbaenicio sermone anguem sonat. Ideo yero gentibus illis Hevaeorum nomem 
indatum censent Hebneii quod, anguium more sub terra et in cavemis babitarent, Calmet, Com- 
in Genu. cap. 10, vera. 17. 

Note 13.— Page 49. 

Timorem meum immittam in prspcursum tuum, et occidam omnem populum ad quem 

ingredieria cunctorumque inimicorum tuorum coram te terga vertam Emittens Crabrones 

prius, qui fugabunt HevceuA et Cananaeum, et Helseam, antequam introeas. Exod. 23, 28» 2^, 
Tide etiam Douter.0, 3> 32, 22, et Sapien. 12, 8. 

Note 14.— Page 51. 

Calmet, from whom 1 bave taken the chronology of the victory of Moses oTer Og, 
king of Basan, and the foundations of Tyre and Sidon, has erred in the date of the first; 
and this error 1 bave noticed in two different impressions of his work. It is known that in 
settling the date of the victory, be made use of the shortest computation of the Hebrew 
text, which reckons 1656 years from the creation of the world to the deluge ; and 7d7 years 
from the latter to the emigration of the Hebrews from Egypt ; these added together make 24&3» 
and this number should be substituted for 2253, which is given as the date of the victory. Such 
is undoubtedly an error of the amanuensis or the printer. 

But to fix the date of the foundation of Tyre and Sidon, he has recourse to the longest 
computation of the Hebrew text, that agrees in the same period of 1656 years from the creation 
to the deluge, but makes the Hebrews* departure from Egypt 857 years after the deluge, these 
combined amount to 2549 which is the date he assigns ; and such computation agrees with the 
thirty«six, instead of the thirty-seven years of the Hebrews sojourning iu the wilderness. 

Neither do the dates before Christ correspond. He places the death of Og, in the year 1447, 
and the foundation of Tyre in 1455, eight years prior to that event; and this he does by fixing 
the foundation of Thebes, which was certainly in 1519 consequently sixty four years elapsed 
between the building of the two cities. At this period Moses, so far from being with his fiitber- 
in-law, in Madian, had been numbered with the dead many years, according to our own compa- 
tation. Add to this that the major part of those writers who follow the calculations of the 
Hebrew text, fii the foundation of Thebes at the period of the departure of the Jews from 
Egypt ; respecting the date of Thebes there can be no doubt, as it is authenticated by the Arundel 
marbles. These are the most precious of all the records of Antiquity, as they have become the 
basis of chronology, have enabled us to fix the periods of many remarkable events, and have 
been the main prop of history. The sacred volume, being intended to make converts to Chris- 
tianity, psys but little attention to chronology, and therefore seldom mentions the year or time of 
any event, which, for our instruction ia placed before us. Much more might be said in oppo- 
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Note 20.— Page 69. 

Altera navigatio ita diacribitor Diodoro Siculo, lib. 5, cap. Id, ab Hornio^ lib. 7, cap. 7. 
Jm remotiasiiDa «tale PhaBDicea transgressi Hercolis Columnas ventis abrepti, bis ae penniU 
leDtfla> poet Tanaa agitationea* tandem in insulam Oceani Atlantici pluniun dieram naviga- 
tiwe a Lybia diatanleBi oocidentem yersus jactatisunt, ubi ferax nacti solum, omnes na?ea et ma- 
gnaa sedea reliqaenmt cedificarunt. Ex his famainTentse insulaeapud Cartbaginenaes etTjfrrenna 
qaos CSarthagiDenses qunm premerentur freqaeatibus irruptiombus Tyrrenoriim et aliorom 
popolorum Maaritanise, instructa classe, colooiam ad nofram illam insulam dedaxeranty re 
omni celata eo consilio, ut si quaado affligerentur ab hostibus, tutum illic haberent effuginm* 
Calm, de regione ia quam, etc. 

Note 21.— Page 69. 

A pud Diodornm accuratius.— Nonnulli Phqenices in earn irsulam de qua is auctor, veluti 
amplissima, et terrestri quodam Paradiso loquitur, procellarum impetu adacti, quum deiude 
rediissenty ejus pulchritudinem et opulentiam, quam maxima praedicaruut ; quare Tyrrenos, 
ejvs desiderio captos eadem potiri eoque coloniam ducere conantes pix>hibuerunt Cartbaginenses 
veriti>ne Carthaginensinm plerique regioues ubertate illecti patria decedereut, sibiquein eadem 
iaaola domicitioiii constituerent. Eandem preeterea, veluti tutum perfugium respiciebant, 
ubi ipsos vel improvisa obrueret calami tas, ve\ eorum in Africa respublica corrueret. Etenim 
quum mari potirentur, quo magis regio caeteros latuisset, eo facilius putabant, uti illuc se 
snaaque familias reciperent. Calm, in dissert, de Hebror : praestan : 

Note 22.— Page 70. 

De lis regionibus usurpatum est, quod perhibuit Aristoteles de quadam deserta insula citra 
Columnas Herculis amplitudine eximia, ingentibus quarumlibet arborum sylvis frequentibus, et 
magnis fluminibus, a Gadibus plurium dierum itinere disjuncta, primores Cartbaginis magistra- 
Carthaginenses plurimos eo se conferre, nonnuUos qui inde minime redirent, comperiissent, na 
qui in posterum illuc pergerent, utque extemplo ill! degentes rcTcrterentur, capitali psena 
sanxerunt veriti, ne alii populi, re percepta, in eadem insula imperium constituerent, et Cartba- 
ginis pacem atque commercium eyerterent. Calm, ubi supra. 

NoU 23.'^Page 70. 

Extat inscriptio Herculis Magusani inurbe West Cappel, Portn Zelandiss, in Insula 
Walcberen, quem Herculem D. Gallseua coseyum Moysis facil et ductorum eorum, qui Paleati- 
nam ab ingressu Joaue deseruerunt, a quo ferunt positas columnas Gaditanas ; referebat pictam 

imaginem Nayia, vetena cojaadam ^nbematoris aeaucalya Ironte aola adnata. Rita Phae- 

nido colebatur aliiWBeivia toaplq in eadeip uihe Weat Cappel, immbcsi Magasawa derifatuii 
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ex Cbaldeo Gouz sonat ahicindere^ el per Metamorphosin transiref et sic Naris et vada flumi- 
aam Cbaldei focant MegUse •• • • • .Calm. loc. cit. 

Note 24.— Page 70. 

Nod est ergo locas ambig^ndi, Hercalem Gaditanum sire aliquem, ex poateris, vel aaltem, 
qaenpiam ex PboeDicibiis, cui par etaet cognomen, ultra Gaditanum fretom excarriaaey narrant 
enim de Hercule totum ab illo orbia ambitum maritimo itinere decorsom ; cui etiam Diodorna 
AUctam Septimanite urbem conditam tribuit. Calm. loc. cit. 

Note 2b.— Page 73. 

Judith cap. 16, Ters 6» 7, in Texlu Gneco. 

Note 2&.—Page 77. 

The Romans followed up their conquests in Italy, and as soon as they saw themselTcs 
masters of that country directed their attention to exterior affairs. Their first views were bent 
towards the Oarthaginians, as this was a power, which, from its proximity, had the means of 
incommoding them. Lenglet, tom. 1, chap. 7« 

Note 27.— Page 77. 

In the years 473 of Rome, and 282 years before Christ, Lucilius Emilius Barbula et Q. Man- 
cius Phillipus, being Consub, the Roman war against Pyrrhus commenced; and in the year 479 of 
Rome and 270 before Christ, when H. Curius Dentatus, the 2nd and Cornelius Lentulus, were 
consuls, Pyrrhus heing beaten by the Romans, abandoned Italy. Lenglet, tom. 6, in the chron. tab. 

Note 2^.— Page 78. 

The second Punic war broke out two hundred and eighteen years before Christ. The loss 
of four desperate battles must have proved fatal to any people but the Romans. They bad, 
however a resource in their utmost danger, which was carrying the war into their enemy*a 
country, to avert its consequent miseries from their own,-as well as, to prevent the total loss of 
Italy. Scipio proceeded to Spain and subdued it, two hundred and ten years before Christ ; after 
which, he marched to Africa : and this war, whose duration was seventeen years, elevated the 
Romans to the pinnacle of their glory. Lenglet, loc cit. 

Note 29.— Page 79. 

The third Punic war began one hundred and forty-seven years before Christ. The Romans 
were now convinced that they could not be free from future inquietudes, unless Carthage was 
destroyed. Lenglet. 
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Note 29.--Page 80. 

Sententia Cananeos Africa pubos dicens, dod est nora, nee incerta, vetera nomiDa aiiDi 
Phaenicia Ardanis Hippona Leptis^ Utica. Tinges, etc. sunt Phsenicia. Carthaginem* omitto 
quia oedificata post SalomoDis aetatem sancti Augustini setate in expositione Epistolae ad Roma- 
Interrogati rustici nostri, quid sint Punice, respondent Canani. Calm. loc. cit. 

Note 31 .—Page 80. 

Recentiores critici ag^oscunt veteris linguae, punicse et Canane consensum. Calm, 
loc. ciL 

Note 32.— Page 84. 

In supputatione temporum siqnis paucis annis fallatur in vetusta historia, ferendum est, 
sed totis duabus, vel tribus aetatibus aberrare non permittitur. Dion. Halicar. Antiq. 
Roman, lib. 7. The term age, or generation, ordinarily implies, in Chronology, the space of 
thirty years, Lenglet, tom* 1. chap. 4. 

Note 33.— Page 84. 

Pietro Rosini an Antiquarian, in his <^ Wandering Mercury,** of the magnificence of 
Rome, combined with the chronological tables of Lenglet. 

Appendix J Note 1. 

Rarissima autem ejusdem idiomatis (ab Egyptiis) monuments, quae vel inyitis barbaris 
sseculis inoffensa supersunt, a nemine legi valent aut ezplicari. Graecum ididma in Egyptum 

invectum a Ptolomeis linguam et veteres ejus regionis characteres sensim delevit .Nemo 

est qui Punicos caracteres et earum regionum nummos explicet. Calm, in Dissert, de Haebr* 
hist, praestan : tome 2, in Josue*8 Dissert de yaria Scrib. ratio, yeter. tom. 1. Lenglet. tom 2. 



* Carthage did not precede the fall of Troy more than fifty years, a little more than four 
hundred years after its foundation. Dido augmented it by a new colony and fortified a citadel, 
which she built after the first Olympiad ; this corrl:sponds with nine hundred and twenty-six years 
before Christ. Lenglet, tom. 1, chap. 7. 
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